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Baja California Offers Expanding 
Market for Southern California 


The Mexican State of Baja California, directly south of California, 
and the Territory of Baja California, occupying the remaining lang 
southward of the peninsula, presents an ever-growing market for south. 
ern Californian industry and agriculture, according to a report released 
by the Los Angeles Field Office of the U. S. Department of Commerce, 


The Peninsula of Baja California, 
with a population of nearly 500,000, was 
declared a free zone by the Mexican 
Government in 1937, an act which per- 
mits entry of goods into Baja Cali- 
fornia duty free to help expand the 
economy of that isolated area. Since 
that time, however, various industries 
have been established, and as a protec- 
tive measure for these infant enterprises 
duties are now levied on about 50 differ- 
ent cOmmodities. 


Import-Permit System 
Applies to Few Items 


Also, in line with the Mexican Gov- 
ernment’s policy of protecting home 
industry, an import-permit system is in 
effect but applies only to a very few 
items entering Baja California. For 
these items, an importer must first ob- 
tain from the Mexican Minister of 
Economy a permit to import goods. 





$<. 


Despite these two partial import 
barriers, Baja California presents an 
increasingly important market for 
southern California. In 1956 imports into 
Baja California represented 10 percent 
of total Mexican imports. 

U. S. exports through the San Diego 
customs district in 1956, as shown by an 
analysis of U. S. Bureau of Census data, 
amounted to $84.4 million and all were 
destined for Baja California through the 
land gateways of Tijuana, Tecate, An. 
drade, and Mexicali. Physical importg 
from Baja California through the four 
land gateways of Caleixco, Andrade 
Tecate, and San Ysidro of the San 
Diego district totaled $14.3 million, 
Total commodity foreign trade passing 
through the district to the Mexican 
State thus amounted to approximately 
$100 million. 





Field Offices Give Fast Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on export 
and import regulations is quickly and 
directly available to businessmen in 
their own localities through the 33 
Field Offices of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 

Albuquerque, N. een $21 Post Office 

Bidg., Phone: 7-03 
Atlanta’ Ga., 604 Wotdntecr Bldg., 66 

Luckie “at. NW. JAckson 2-4121. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. re Office and 

Courthouse Bldg. ithesty 3 -5600. 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 504 Federal Bidg., 117 

Ellicott St. MAdison mie 


Charleston 4, C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas- 
ger Sids.. West ‘End Broad St. Phone: 


Cheyenne, Wyo., 207 Majestic Bldg., 16th 
St. and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-8931. 


Chicago 6, Ill., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Blvd. ANdover 3-3600. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. CHerry 1-5820. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 100 Union Commerce 
ae Annex, 1100 Chester Ave. CHerry 
-7900. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104 Merchandise 
Mart. Riverside 8-5611. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
KEystone 4-4151. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
WoOodward 3-9330. 

Greensboro, N. C., 407 U. S. Post Office 
Bldg. Phone: 3-8234. 

Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bldg. CApitol 5- 7201. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
ELgin 4-7111. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Room 2011, 911 Wale 
nut St. BAltimore 1-7000. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., Room, 450, 1031 8, 
Broadway. Ric hmond 9-471 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls ‘Bldg. 
JAckson 6-3426. 

Miami 32, Fla., 316 U. 8. Post Office Bldg. 
FRanklin 9-5431. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan, 

— PY Ederal 2-329A4. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
EXpress 2411. 

New York 1, N. Y., Empire State Bldg. 
LOngacre 3-3377. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., Jefferson Bldg., 1015 
Chestnut St. WAlnut 3-2400. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 
ALpine 8-5851. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
GRant 1- 5370. 

Portland 4 Oreg.. 217 Old U. 8. Court- 
house & P. O. Bldg. CApitol 6-3361. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: 2-7133. 

Richmond 9, Va., 409 Post Office Bldg. 
Milton 4-9471. 

St. Louis 1, oe +» 910 New Federal Bldg. 
MAin 1-81 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
St. EMpire 

San Weeuiecs il, i Calit., Room 419 Custom- 
house. YUkon 6-3111 

Sezanaeh, , Ses 235 U. 8. Courthonss and 
P. O. ldg. ADams 2-4755 

Seattle Pi Wash., 809 Federal Office Bldg. 
909 First Ave. MUtual 3300, 


G5 BESETREES — _ | cl 








~SREEGRSAES 





gat 











y | “WNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


nia, 


and 
ith- 


} an 

for 
into 
‘cent 


diego 
y an 
data, 
were 
h the 
, An- 
ports 

four 
lrade, 

San 
illion. 
ASsing 
*xican 
iately 


«son 
\ffice 


erce 
erry 


idise 


use. 


ffice 
Bank 


Wale 
31 8. 


Bldg. 


. Ave. 
Bldg. 
, 1015 


ourt- 


D-7133. 
Bldg. 


Bldg. 


lemple 








e and 








| 


} 





DEPOSITED By Tits 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





“Program Proposed To 
Avoid Belgian Slump 


High demand and increased prices 
during the 1958 Brussels Universal and 
International Exhibition, and a subse- 
quent recession, has been forecast by 
a Belgian official. Accordingly, he has 

a program to combat any 


| decline in the country’s economy. The 


am would have to be financed 
mainly by borrowing, which would not 
be difficult since Government bonds are 
yery attractive to investors in periods 
of deflation. 

The plan is divided into four main 
sections: Public works, investment aids, 
export promotion, and maintenance of 
purchasing power. Under the public 
works section, it is proposed to accel- 
erate the highway program, develop 
ports and waterways within the frame- 
work of the common market, begin 
public-building construction, increase 
housing aid, establish a fund for slum 
clearance, and expand urbanization 
projects. 
In the promotion of private invest- 
ment, construction, purchase and mod- 
ernization of industrial buildings, facili- 
ties and equipment wquld be eased; 
amortization periods would be stepped 
up, scientific research expanded and 
given tax exemptions, depressed labor 
areas aided, small business encouraged, 
and training and apprenticeship in in- 
dustry.and agriculture promoted. 


Exports would be promoted by ex- 
panding offices for trade promotion, 
and increasing commercial officers and 
missions,‘easing export insurance condi- 
tions, maximizing utilization of Bel- 
gan products in the Congo Inga 
project, developing foreign publicity 
campaigns, and granting long-term 
bans to underdeveloped countries. 

The Belgian middle classes have been 
singied out for special attention since 
they are not eligible for unemployment 
benefits. On their behalf, therefore, it 
, Sintended to ease regulations govern- 
ing Social Security and income tax 
payments, provide unemployment aids, 
increase educational grants for all 
levels of study, maintain basic agricul- 
tural prices, and decrease taxation for 
young married couples.—U. S. Embassy, 


Brussels, 
4 


Uruguay’s 1957 wheat production is 
hw officially estimated at about 26 
million bushels, 10 percent less than 
tatlier forecasts. The reduction was the 
tesult of damage from heavy hail and 
tain storms during the harvest of the 
top in December. Losses were greatest 

the major producing areas, less in 
Western areas. Northern and central 
legions reported no damage.—Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 
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Total Exports, Imports Rise 





Cambodian Trade with U. S. Falls 


U. S. trade with Cambodia fell sharply in the first 9 months of 
1957, despite an increase in Cambodia’s total exports and imports. The 
economy as a whole, at the end of September, seemed to be exhibiting 
mild deflationary tendencies. Although exports paid for a larger share 
of imports than in the first three quarters of 1956, expanded exports 
resulted chiefly from earlier increases in production in 1956 and early 


1957. 


As 1957 progressed, production of export commodities weakened, 
rendering uncertain the outlook for maintaining the export level for 


the first 9 months of 1957. 


Cambodian imports from the United States dropped from $4.5 mil- 
lion in the first three quarters of 1956 to $1.9 million in 1957. The 
U. S. share of the Cambodian market also declined from 10 percent 
to approximately 4 percent. These figures suggest the need for inten- 
sified sales promotion activities by American exporters, particularly 
in view of Cambodia’s participation in a U.S.-financed commodity aid 
program of slightly over $20 million in fiscal year 1957. Although 
Cambodian total exports expanded in the first 9 months of 1957, those 
to the United States fell to $6.4 million from $6.7 million for the corres- 


ponding period. of 1956. 


Trade Balance Shows 
Slight Deficit 

Cambodia’s total foreign trading re- 
sulted in a slight deficit in the first 9 
months of 1957 as expanded imports 
overtook the lead established by exports 
in the first quarter of the year (Forgign 
Commerce Weekly Aug. 5, 1957, p. 4). 
Total imports reached an estimated 
$43.6 million, as compared with $42.8 
million for- the first three quarters of 
1956. Exports amounted to $40.3 mil- 
lion, an increase of 53 percent over the 
first three quarters of 1956. The larger 
export increase resulted in a reduced 
adverse trade balance from $16.5 million 
to about $3.3 million, 

The large volume of imports into 
Cambodia, and the country’s resultant 
trade deficit, was partly caused by the 
U. S. commodity aid program, which is 
designed to combat inflation and to gen- 
erate* riels for economic and defense 
expenditures. In addition, delays and 
changes in import-licensing policies and 
procedures in 1956 and early 1957 cur- 
tailed imports below requirements dur- 
ing the first few months of 1957, and 
thus overstated the extent to which the 
demand for Cambodia’s exports had in- 
creased relative to Cambodia’s demand 
for imports. With the renewal of im- 
port licensing and the easing of import 
controls in April, imports started to 
rise sharply, and apparently continued 
throughout the year, 


Production, Exports 
Show Mixed Trends 
Increased Cambedian exports in the 


first 9 months of 1957 were largely the 
result of the excellent rice crop of 





1956-57, which attained 1.5 million tons 
and a yield of about 3.1 tons an acre as 
compared with 1.1 million tons and about 
2.7 tons, respectively, for the preceding 
7 years. As a result of increased pro- 
duction the Government dropped the 
quota system for rice exports early in 
the year and resumed the free export 
of rice temporarily. 

The policy of encouraging rice exports 
was reversed beginning in May. At the 
end of June the Government discon- 
tinued authorizing exports because of 
a possible food shortage. Rice shipments 
authorized earlier in the year continued 
in volume through the third quarter, 
however, and for the first 9 months of 
1957 totaled 197,000 tons, valued at 
$164.4 million, as compared with 55,000 
tons, valued at less than $6 million for 
the corresponding months of 1956. 


Rice exports presumably declined in 
the fourth quarter, despite the existence 
of substantial rice stocks and the fact 
that the 1957-58 crop was expected to 
approximate 1 million tons, slightly in 
excess of domestic requirements, 

Corn production “in 1957 apparently 
fell below the 1956 crop of more than 
100,000 tons. Nevertheless, exports ex- 
ceeded the volume of shipments for the 
like period of 1956 and equaled the 
value of $3.6 million. 


Planting of Rubber 
Trees Increased 


Rubber production was down during 
the first 6 months of 1957, as compared 
with the first half of 1956, but during 
the July-September period probably ex- 
ceeded 1956 output. Rubber plantations 
increased total plantings of rubber trees 

(Continued on page 8) 
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German Exports Expected To Grow 
At Slower Rate as Orders Drop 


German exports are expected to increase at a slower pace in 
coming months in continuation of a trend which became apparent in 
the latter part of 1957. The major factor in this trend is the reduced 
inclination to invest which now characterizes world economic develop- 


ment. 


This trend was forecast in a joint report made by six of the leading 
economic research institutes in the Federal Republic in their annual 
statement about the German economy, and has been supported by 


forecasts of Government agencies. The 


six institutes expect that as 


long as Germany’s competitive advantages continue, particularly smaller 
price increases and shorter delivery terms, German exports will develop 
favorably even though world demand increases only slightly. 

It is not expected that these competitive advantages will be lost 
in the very near future with regard to Western Europe, but the insti- 
tutes feel that Germany has no competitive advantage with regard to 
U. S. industry, and furthermore foresee that U. S. industry will make 
greater efforts to export in view of the domestic economic stituation. 


The reduced inclination to invest has 
been evident in both the industrialized 
and the less-developed countries. Many 
of the industrialized countries will prob- 
ably be forced to adopt measures detri- 
mental to German exports because their 
balance-of-payments situation will 
tighten. The underdeveloped countries 
will wish to continue their industrializa- 
tion programs, but, in view of the de- 
pressed prices of raw materials, it is 
doubtful that they can continue paying 
for imports at the present rate. 

During the last few months, the value 
of orders received from abroad by Ger- 
man industry has been below the value 
during the early months of 1957. The 
effect of the reduction in orders is not 
apparent in the level of exports because 
of a large backlog of orders, 


No Increase in Import 
Values Anticipated 


The institutes do not foresee an in- 
crease in the value of German imports 
in the immediate future because do- 
mestic crops were good in 1957 and 
the expansion of the industrial plant 
is not expected to continue at the rate 
of the last few years. In addition, U. S. 
military expenditures will show a slight 
net increase. 

Therefore, if the Federal Republic’s 
exports show a smaller rate of increase, 
or even a decline, no major lowering of 
Germany’s balance-of-paymerts surplus 
is anticipated and consquently not con- 
tractive effect on the German economy 
is expected from this source. 


Attitude of Cautious - 
Optimism Indicated 


An attitude of cautious optimism was 
also indicated by the six institutes and 
other observers with regard to the do- 
mestic economic outlook. The Ministry 
for Economics believes that the invest- 
ment climate has improved because of 


4 








the oubecine of the étoctions and in 
view of declining interest rates, and 
therefore domestic investment may in- 
crease. 

However, because of the tight employ- 
ment stituation, increased producation 
will depend to a greater extent than 
before on increased productivity. The 
President of the German Industry Fed- 
eration, however, took a less optimistic 
view, anticipating a decline in the rate 
of economic growth because of the 

(Continued on page 25) 
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W. German Foreign 
Trade Up in 1957 


Estimates of German foreign trade 
in 1957 show total imports up by 14 
percent over 1956 and total exports up 
by 16 percent. 

Preliminary German figures place ex. 
ports at about $8.6 billion and imports 
at approximately $7.7 billion. Imports 
have thus shown a steady rate of ip. 
crease over previous years’ while the 
rate of increase for exports in 1957 
was not as high as in 1956: | 

The terms of trade shifted in Ger. 
many’s favor during the year. This was 
caused not only by relatively higher 
prices for German exports relative to 
imports, but also by changes in the 
structure of foreign trade, with ip. 
creases in the share of finished goods 
occurring in both imports and exports, 

The increase in exports was attriby. 
table largely to gains in the sales 
of specialized machinery, rolling-milj 
equipment and products, electrotechni. 
cal and chemical products, vehicles, and 
metal goods. The increase in imports 
was most marked in agricultural prod. 
ucts, primarily fruit, vegetables, sugar, 
and coffee; and industrial raw mate. 
rials and manufactured products. 

Two-thirds of the increase in exports 
was accounted for by increased Ger- 
man sales to European Payments Un- 
ion countries, while 60 percent of the 
increase in imports was owing to in- 
creased purchases from the dollar 
area.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 








Rising Prices Problem in France 


The level of prices in France has broken its bounds and surged 
upward at an alarming rate, in the midst of efforts to resolve the foreign 
exchange crisis and cut down overspending in the economy. 

The wholesale-price index increased by 3.8 percent in November 
after having risen 3.1 percent the month before. The food component 
of the index was the hardest hit, increasing 6 percent after a 5.2 percent 


rise. 

This spurt in the apparent level of 
prices was the natural outgrowth of 
developments in the French economy 
over the past several months. The total 


imposition of quantitative restrictions 
on imports in June and the Govern- 
ment’s inability to afford further budg- 
etary increases for the subsidization of 
basic articles for consumption made 
general price rises a foregone conclusion. 


Many Underlying Reasons 


The underlying reasons for these price 
rises are manifold. In addition to con- 
tinuously increasing demand, the follow- 
ing technical factors were operative: 
Devaluation; shortages of certain con- 
sumption items such as wine and fruits; 
deliberate Government action to in- 
crease certain agricultural prices; re- 
versal of a 2-year policy of minimizing 
the impact of prices at the consumption 





level by subsidies and tax waivers; and 

speculative purchases on all levels i 

expectation of further price rises, 
Rising. prices may eventually bring 


domestic demand and commitments ii{ 


line with availablities, after foreign & 
change reserves to finance a continuing 
trade deficit have been exhausted, and 
the political limits have been reached 
for reduction of public expenditure and 
increase in taxes. Hardest hit by this 
development are pensioners, followed by 
those living on fixed incomes, 

The weekly earnings of wage earner 
in the private sector, which through 
the end of 1956 had increased more thal 
prices, roughly kept pace with pric 
rises through September 1957, but 
subsequently rose less than prices, 
it was expected that as of the em 

of 1957 the purchasing power of 7 
weekly earnings would fall back # 

(Continued on page 24) 
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U. S. Offers To Extend 
Loan to India 


The United States jis prepared 
to discuss a loan of $225 million to 
help India finance its second 5-year 
plan of economic development. 


The money would come from , 
available funds, about $150 million 
from the Export-Import Bank and 
$75 million from the Development 
Loan Fund. India is sending a mis- 
sion, headed by B. K. Nehru, a 
Ministry of Finance official, to 
Washington to negotiate the pro- 
posed loan. Repayment terms, in- 
cluding interest charges, will be 
worked out during the talks. 

The United States also has an- 
nounced it is considering on an 
urgent basis additional measures 
to help India meet food-grain re- 
quirements. Under a farm surplus 
disposal agreement signed in Au- 
gust 1956, the United States has 
been supplying India with approxi- 
mately $360 million worth of food 
grains, principally wheat. Grow- 
ing population needs and adverse 
weather in grain growing areas in 
India have heightened the need 
for food imports. 











Tanganyika Census Shows 
About 8.7 Million Africans 


The total African population of Tan- 
ganyika is approximately 8,654,000 per- 
sons, the East African Statistical De- 
partment has estimated on the basis 
of the first results of the census taken 
in August 1957. 


This compares with 7,407,517 record- 
ed in 1948, or an increase of about 1.75 
percent a year over the 9-year period. 
In the past the Statistical Department 
has estimated the increase at 1.5 per- 
ent, taking into account only the 
natural increase—the difference be- 
tween births and deaths. 


Migratory movements have been con- 
sidered in the present census. Popula- 
tion totals of districts and provinces 
aid comparisons with 1948 figures will 
le released in the near future. Age 
ftoup’ analyses and tribal studies from 
the census will follow at a later date. 
-U.S. Consulate, Dar es Salaam. 





Japan’s imports of cattle hides from 
mmunist China have risen sharply in 
teent years. In the first half of 1957 
they were valued at slightly more than 
 million—about one-fifth the value 


ani} “imports from the United States. Im- 


end | Ports 





of calfskins from communist 
} have also increased sharply but 
a still small in relation to total im- 
vrts—Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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Swiss Economy Still Strong but 
With Indications of Leveling Off 


Swiss industrial output continued at a high level during November. 
As reflected in export figures, production in the watch industry 
was particularly satisfactory and other major industries were operat- 
ing at or slightly below the extremely high rate of a year ago. At the 
end of the third quarter the machinery industry was reported to have 
a backlog of orders for 8.5 months and technical instruments for 


8.3 months. 


The rate of new orders was reduced in this field and in textile 
machinery and certain.types of steel used in the construction industry. 
Construction which had been booming throughout the year main- 
tained a good pace during November. However, planning for new con- 
struction reportedly eased off partly because of the high rate charged 


for capital. 

Though housing units completed 
through the first 11 months of 1957 
amounted to 15,376, as compared with 
15,138 in 1956, building permits dropped 
to 13,778, compared with 16,763. 


Imports Off, Exports Hold Up 


Swiss foreign trade in November fea- 
tured a sharp drop in imports, which 
amounted to only 666.1 million francs 
(1 franc=US$0.23), while exports re- 
mained relatively high with a value 
of 602 million francs. The value of ex- 
ports reached 90.4 percent of the value 
of imports, much higher than the 10- 
month average for 1957, which stands 
at 78.4 percent. 


Much of the drop in imports was due 
to reduced purchases of bread grains 
mostly from North America. Purchases 
of fibers held more or less steady at 
1956 levels but metals and vehicles 
dropped substantially. Copper imports 
were just over half the figure for No- 
vember 1956. Petroleum and other fuels 
recorded normal seasonal declines. 


Swiss exports in November were 21.2 
million francs greater than for No- 
vember 1956 and only 5.1 million francs 
lower than in October. The watch in- 
dustry led the way with exports valued 
at 148.8 million francs. Watch and 
metal-working industry shipments were 
valued at 335 million frances. The chemi- 
cal and pharmaceutical industry with 
sales of 93.9 million francs was down 
slightly from November 1956 (99.3 mil- 
lion). The textile industry reported 
sales slightly higher than a year ago 
but 4.5 million francs less than in Oc- 
tober. The outstanding performer in 
the Swiss food industry is packaged 
soups and bouillons with foreign sales 
of 6.6 million francs. 


W est Germany Principal Trader 


West Germany remained Switzer- 
land’s principal trading partner. The 
United States regained second place. 
U. S. sales to Switzerland were down 
21.3 million franes from November 1956 
partly because of the drop in Swiss 
cereal imports. November exports to 





P 


the United States were 4.5 million 
francs lower in 1957 than in 1956 and 
5.8 million less than in the past Octo- 
ber. Trade with most European coun- 
tries continued to rise although Swiss 
sales to France were down by 11.5 mil* 
lion francs following the French trade 
restrictions of last summer. 


The Swiss deficit with the European 
Payments “Union reached 128 million 
francs in November, the highest in 
many months. Late in the month Switz- 
erland finally agreed to become a mem- 
ber of the Paris Club which established 
a multilateral clearing system for trade 
with Argentina. An agreement was 
initialed with Canada, covering the 
peaceful uses of atomic energy and a 
contract signed for the delivery of 5 
tons of uranium rods to Switzerland. 

The capital market as in the preced- 
ing month was characterized by a rela- 
tive easing in the bond market and con- 
tinued scarcity of funds for mortgage 
loans. 


Nuclear Power Research Proceeds 


The Swiss people on November 24 
approved by popular vote a constitu- 
tional amendment authorizing the Fed- 
eral Government to legislate on atomic 
matters. The immediate result was a 
legislative proposal by the Federal 
Council to authorized 15 million francs 
to subsidize nuclear research in 1958. 
In November the research company 
Reaktor A. G. received a shipment of 
9 tons of heavy water from the United 
States. This substance is to be used in 
the 50,000-kw. heavy water research 
reactor under construction at Wuerén- 
lingen, site of Reaktor A. G. 


The dry weather since the middle of 
September caused a shortage in the 
storage basins of the hydroelectric 
powerplants. Consumption increased, 
with the result that Switzerland was 
forced to import electric power from 
Belgium and the Netherlands. It is 
estimated that in November, 15 percent 
of total consumption was imported: The 
Swiss Association of Power Plants in- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Argentina Moves To Decrease Trade 
Deficit, Curb Rising Living Costs 


Economic and business conditions in Argentina in November were 
spotty, owing largely to the imposition of severe restrictive measures 
affecting bank credit and the importation of industrial raw materials 


and manufactured goods. 


These restrictions arose mostly from governmental policy of at- 
tempting to reduce the heavy balance-of-payments deficit and curtail 


the rise in living costs. 


As a result, industrial production evidently was 
adversely affected. The agricultural outlook, however, 


appears favor- 


able even though harvests will not be completed for several months. 
Labor conditions were relatively quiet. 


The Government issued six decress on 
October 23 reforming the Argentine 
. banking system. The first of these pro- 
vides for the return of deposits to the 
commercial banks and allows them to 
lend directly from their own deposits. 

Under the first of the October 23 
decrees each commercial bank becomes 
responsible for its deposits, without 
Government guaranty except in the case 
of Government-owned commercial 
banks, and each bank will lend directly 
from its deposits. On November 28 the 
Central Bank issued regulations, effec- 
tive December 21, implementing return 
of deposits to commercial banks. 

The main significance of the return 
of bank deposits is the reform in the 
banking system structure. Another 
effect may be that of allowing some 
banks to make new loans. However, the 
amount of additional credit from this 
source is expected to be slight in rela- 
tion to the great demand for credit. 


New Credit Regulations Issued 


Credit regulations issued November 
28 require importers to make a deposit 
at the time of placing orders abroad 
equal to 20 percent of the f.o.b. value of 
the goods to be brought in at the offi- 
cial exchange rate. Earlier regulations 
specified advance deposits ranging up to 
100 percent on goods to be imported 
with payment through the free foreign 
exchange market. 

Beginning December 2 the Central 
Bank announced a 6-percent rate on 
rediscounts and loans for commercial 
banks. 

Credit was expected to become even 
tighter in December when the year-end 
bonus equal to 1 month’s pay is due all 
employees. Many businesses usually 
have a considerable problem in financing 
this bonus payment. 


Exports, Imports Up 


According to the National Statistical 
Office, exports during January-October 
1957 amounted to US$815.6 million, 
compared with $748.5 million in the like 
period of 1956, and imports amounted 
to $1,982.9 million, compared with $948 
million. Of the deficit, $138.6 million 
was in official exchange market trade, 
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and $128.6 million in trade financed 
through the free market. 

The United States was Argentina’s 
chief supplier in the first 10 months of 
the year, having provided goods valued 
at $263.4 million against purchases of 
$94.8 million. It was in second place as 
a purchaser of Argentine goods, the 
United Kingdom having effected pur- 
chases totaling $202.8 million against 
exports of only $80.4 million. 


Trade, Debt Agreements Signed 


Argentina signed agreements on No- 
vember 25 with the 11 countries par- 
ticipating in the Paris Club multilateral 
trade and payments system—the United 
Kingdom, West Germany, France, Bel- 
gium-Luxembourg, Netherlands, Italy, 
Switzerland, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway. The agreements, signed 
bilaterally with the different countries, 
complete the multilateral system and 
fund Argentine indebtedness, pursuant 
to the plan adopted (Act of Paris) in 
May 1956. The multilatera] system has 
been provisionally in effect, without the 
participation of West Germany, since 
July 2, 1956. 

On the same date as the signing of 
the trade and debt agreements, the 
Argentine Government issued two de- 
crees, according to the agreement 
reached with West Germany on June 18, 
1957, The first of these decrees returns, 
unconditionally and free of all charges, 
German trademarks and patents con- 
fiscated during World War II. The 
second establishes arrangements for 
the return of confiscated manufacturing 
plants and other property. 


Industrial Output Down 


The latest industrial-production in- 
dexes available through Augusf indi- 
cated that output was lagging behind 
the 1956 average but was higher than 
that of the early months of 1957. 

The textile industry declined progres- 
sively for several months. Sales fell 
notably, according to industry spokes- 
men, and collections were poor. Cotton 
textile prices were moVing up at a 
greater rate than other textiles. Buyer 
resistance in cottons was especially 


es 


Uganda Publishes 


Report on Income 


The Government of Uganda for the 
first time has summarized in one pub. 
lication, The Geographical Income of 
Uganda, 1950-1956, a comprehensiyg 
record of economic data. 


Gross capital formation figures, ne | 


leased for the first time, ave included 
in the publication. They reveal that 
Government's share in investment aver. 
ages about 40 percent of the total. Ap. 
other 30 percent was accounted for by 
the Uganda- Electricity’ Board, the 
Uganda Development Corporation, ang 
their associated foreign investors. This 
means that all private domestic and 
foreign investments not connected with 
the Uganda Electricity Board or the 
Uganda Development Corporation ae. 
counted for only 30 percent of capital 
formaticn. This figure, however, does 
not include agricultural investment and 
other rural capital formation. 

Other figures show the growth in the 
proportion of geographical money in- 
come earned by Africans—income pro. 
duced* within the country—which rose 
from less than one-half of total Uganda 
income earned by all races in 1950 to 
almost two-thirds in 1956. 

The report is confined to Uganda's 
geographical income—because of the 
absence of balance-of-payments statis. 
tices. A project, expected to take 6 
months, is under way to estimate Ugan- 
da’s balance-of-payments position. When 
this project is completed, it should be 
possible for the first time to determine 
Uganda’s national income. 

The report was compiled by the East 
African Statistical Department with 
the assistance of Walter Newlyn, Eco 
nomic Adviser to the protectorate gov- 
ernment.—U. S. Consulate, Kampala 

A loan copy of the publication is 
available upon request to the Near 
Eastern and African Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart 
ment of Commerce, Washington 3, 
Eh, Se 





marked. Some manufacturers asserted 
that the industry was undergoing it 
most serious setback in several yeals 


New Norms Set for Tractors 


The provisional government reachei 
agreements for cancellation of contract 
with the four companies which wer 
designated in 1954 as exclusive tracto 
manufactures in Argentina. Havitg 
eliminated these contracts, the Gover 
ment issued decrees setting up new 
norms for tractor manufacture and it 
portation. In essence, the new norms 
set much lower minimum percentages d 
the portion of the tractor which must 
be manufactured in Argentina, 
the way for new investors to es 
manufacturing facilities, and fixed 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Swiss Economy... 
5 (Continued from page 5) 
” jicated that an increase in price of 
> 1-2 centimes per kw. hr. for homes and 
the 40 percent for industry may be neces- 
. ee sary to keep pace with increasing costs 
me of | im the industry. 
ensiye | The changes in the Swiss labor mar- 
ket in November were negligible de- 
Ss, ne | spite the highest total of foreign work- 
cludeq | ers.on record for that time of year. 
| that | price Indexes Increase 
Pes The consumer price index at the end 
re M | of November was 181, gaining half a 
P| point over October (1939=100) and re- 
: fecting the milk-price increase author- 
ny and | ied as of the first of the month. The 
a wholesale-price index reached 223.5 at 
d with the end of November, a gain of a point 
e the | 33 compared with the preceding month. 
on ac.; The prospects for further increases 
capita] | in the consumer-price index appeared 
r, does | fairly definite, since the Federal Coun- 
nt ang | cil at the end of November authorized 
a 5-percent increase in controlled rents 
1 in the | to become effective on April 1, 1958. 
ney in-| At the popular referendum mentioned 
ne pro-} previously the public also approved the 
ch rose} prolongation of the existing legislation 
Uganda} regarding the supply of cereals for 
1950 to} bread grains which was to expire on 
December 31. This new authority which 
‘ganda’s | will extend until December 31, 1960, 
of the} allows the Government a monopoly on 
; Statis- | bread-grain import. 
Tan Capital Needed for Powerplants 
n. When The Swiss Finance Department has 
‘ould be | been considering a second request by 
termine | the electric powerplants for aid by the 
Confederation or the Old Age Insur- 
the East; ace Fund. The loans necessary for 
nt with| Powerplant construction in the next two 
yn, Eco} decades are estimated at 11 billion to 
ate gov-| 12 billion francs or approximately 600 
ampala. million francs a year. It is doubtful 
‘ation ig) that the Government will put its funds 
ne Near| im power loans in view of the demand 
Bureau | for some debt retirement, and it is ex- 
Depart: pected that the powerplants in the long 
gton 2%} tn must depend entirely on the pri- 
vate capital market. 
The National Bank indicated in its 
asserted statement of November 29 that its gold 
going ity { Md currency reserves were 7,844 mil- 
al years | lin francs, higher than the 7,730 mil- 
lion in the year-end statement of 1956. 
In October for the first time the de- 
Mand for more expensive National 
ae Bank credits was lower than in the 
ich ’ wert Preceding year and this development 
e tractor Was accentuated during the month un- 
Having der review, 
e Govert’} This more liquid position was caused 
up new} M@ large measure by the flowback of 
e and im| SWiss capital from the United States, 
ow noms} Itis believed that this situation will re- 
entages a} Main unchanged because of the recent 
hich must} Mduction of the official discount rate in 
a, openel| the United States, which makes invest- 
, establish; Ment in the United States less attrac- 
fixed si} five than previously.—U. S. Embassy, 
6) 
e Weelly| Yanuary 27, 1958 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Bolivian President's Emergency 
Economic Powers Extended 1 Year 


A 1-year extension of the President’s emergency economic powers 
for carrying out the stabilization program, which had expired on No- 
vember 22, was approved by the Bolivian Congress on December 6. 

In discussing the stabilization program’s salutary effects in curbing 
inflation and the Government’s policies for 1958, before the Congress, 
the Finance Minister late in November emphasized restriction of com- 
mercial bank credit expansion, achievement of a budgetary balance, 
improvement in the allocation of Bolivia’s labor force, and the lifting 
of living standards by means of higher production. 

He referred to Bolivia’s social security system as the most expen- 
sive in the world, stated that a solution must be found to the problem 
of the uneconomic mines which, he said, are causing monthly losses in 
excess of $30,000, and recommended a continuation of the wage freeze 
because no economic basis for an increase currently exists. 


Contracts have been ratified by the 
Congress for gold-mining operations by 
the South American Gold and Platinum 
Co. and for the construction of a petro- 
leum pipeline from Sicasica to Arica, 
Chile, by Williams Brothers of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. The cost of this project is 
around $5 million. 


Funds Provided for 
La Paz Public Works 


The President issued a Supreme reso- 
lution late in December, authorizing the 
Ministry of Economy to transfer from 
one of its reserve accounts to the mu- 
nicipality of La Paz up to a total of 
1,089,392,152 bolivianos (about US$127,- 
000). The resolution specifies the use 
of the funds as follows: 500 million 
bolivianos for continuation of the work 
on the Tuni-Condoriri water system 
which will greatly increase the supply 
of water to La Paz, and 589,392,152 
bolivianos for the purchase of equip- 
ment to be used in the city’s water 
supply, drainage, and_ street-paving 
projects. 


Certain Industrial Machinery 
Exempted From Customs 
Exemption from customs duties and 


consular fees to imports of machinery © 


for industrial establishments using at 
least 80 percent raw materials of na- 
tional origin or processing agricultural 
or livestock products for domestic con- 
sumption or export was granted by a 
law promulgated December 24. 

The preSent law appears to generalize 
the customs free advantages granted to 
certain industries under the existing 
laws of December 14, 1942, and Decem- 
ber 21, 1948, and Supreme resolution of 
June 8, 1943. 


Production in Mines 
Shows Decline 

Bolivian tin production of 18,979 fine 
metric tons for the first 9 months of 
1957 was 5.4 percent below the 20,132 
tons produced in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1956. The decline was more 
pronounced for the nationalized mines 





than for the private producers. Tin ex- 
ports for the first 9 months of 1957 
totaled 19,378 metric tons, valued at 
$39,989,750. 

Wolfram production in the national- 
ized mines for the first 9 months of 
1957 amounted to 938 fine metric tons 
16.47 percent below the production of 
1,123 fine metric tons for the corre- 
sponding 1956 period. Silver and lead 
production of the nationalized mines for 
the 9 months of 1957 amounted to 97 
fine tons and 6,088 fine tons, respec- 
tively, as compared with 168 and 8,915 
fine metric tons for the first 9 months 
of 1956, these declines amounting to 
42.37 percent and 31.72 percent, re- 
spectively. 

Zine production. amounted to 11,690 
fine metric tons in the 1957 period and 
16,253 metric tons in the 1956 period, 
a decline of 28.13 percent. Production 
in nationalized mines of other minerals 
declined as follows: Copper, 22.9 per- 
cent; bismuth, 20.05 percent; and gold, 
37.14 percent. 


A law providing for the voiding of 
mining claims and mining concessions 
which had been unworked for 10 or 
more years was promulgated October 
31. Various private mining associations 
have been very critical of this law, and 
since its passage there has been no 
official news as to its implementation. 


Industrial Employment 
In Uncertain State ; 


In the industrial sector of the Boliv- 
ian economy, excess workers continued 
to be a serious financial burden on em- 
ployers. The Government hopes to alle- 
viate this situation by allowing their 
discharge and providing for their re- 
settlement and/or reemployment. 

The management of the large glass 
factory, Fabrica Nacional de Vidrios, 
threatened repeatedly to close down the 
plant because of financial losses. A 
tripartite commission of management, 
labor, and Government was studying 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Investments in European Coal and 
Steel Industries Increase Sharply 


Investments in 1957 and 1958 in the coal and steel industries of 
the European coal and steel community are expected to reach fhe 
record level of $2,672 million, according to the Annual Investment 
Survey just published by the High Authority. 


This would represent an annual aver- 
age for each of the 2 years of $1,336 
million, compared with actual invest- 
ments of $1,046 million in 1956 and 
$971 million in 1955. The investments 
planned for 1957 total $1,482 million, 
and those for 1958 total $1,190 million 
but some of the 1957 total is expected 





likely to be actually produced.—u. S. 
Embassy, Luxembourg. 

A copy of the survey in the French 
language is available in the European 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Investments 

Actual Investments Planned 
1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
RE ER Ea AO a a 505 461 450 416 426 620 597 
Steel, including iron and iron ore ........ _574 — 570 _ 483 555 6200 862 593 
Total 1,079 1,031 $33 971 1,046 1,482 1,190 





to be carried over into 1958. 


The breakdown of coal and steel in- 
vestment, in millions of dollars, is shown 
in the accompanying tabulation. 

Investments under way or planned 
in steel] should enable the Community 
to reach the upper limit of the target 
level of 73.5 million metric tons in 
1960 laid down in the High Authority’s 
General Objectives. However, the High 
Authority stresses the need for further 
substantial investments in pig iron pro- 
duction if scrap imports are to be re- 
duced from the current level of around 
4 million tons to 1.5 million or 2 mil- 
lion tons a year by 1960, as the general 
objectives require. To achieve this re- 
duction in scrap imports the ratio of 
pig iron to steel must be increased to 
781-788 kilograms a ton of steel pro- 
duced. whereas investment programs 
announced would only bring this ratio 
up to 764 kilograms a ton of steel 
(1 kilogram=7?2.2 Ibs.). 

A similar effort, the survey says, 
will be necessary to increase the Com- 
munity’s coal production. The Commu- 
nity’s General Obfectives set its coal 
production needs for 1960 at 306 mil- 
lion tons, but the industry’s current 
investment plans are expected to pro- 
vide a theoretical maximum capacity 
of 278.5 million tons, of which only 
96 percent, or 270 million tons, .are 





The Union of South Africa’s imports 
of leaf tebacco plus tobacco products 
during the first half of 1957 amounted 
to 2.0 million pounds, compared with 
3.7 million in January-June 1956, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Imports of unmanufactured tobacco, 
totaling 1.2 million pounds, were 63 per- 
cent below the January-June 1956 fig- 
ure of 3.1 million. Imports of products, 
principally cigarettes, rose from 550,- 
000 pounds in January-June 1956 to 
-_— pounds during the first half of 
1 . 





Cambodian Trade .. . 


(Continued from page 3) 

at an average rate of about 250 acres 
a month and attained a larger net area 
under tapping. Rubber shipments for 
the first 7 months of 1957 reached 18,- 
736 tons ($8.8 million), as compared 
with 15,624 tons ($8.2 million) during 
the comparable period of 1956. Exports 
of fish, green beans, lumber, livestock, 
soybeans and sesame were up, but those 
of kapok fell. 

Contributing to the overalP increase 
in exports were the changes the Gov- 
ernment instituted in its export incen- 
tive program in April, which increased 
opportunities for exporters to partici- 
pate in the more lucrative import trade 
or to retain Jarger shares of their for- 
eign exchange earnings, These measures 
were presumably necessitated at least 
in part by the apparent overvaluation 
of the riel, which was officially priced 
at 35 to the dollar but which has been 
selling recently in the Bangkok free 
market at between 70 and 80, 


Deflationary Forces 
Apparently on Ascendancy 


At the close of the third quarter, the 
Cambodian economy appeared to be 


Role of the U. S. Tariff 
and the Effects of 
Changes in Duty Rates 


A WTIS report 


Part 3, Noe. 57-40 
20 cents 


Sold ‘by Department of Commerce 
Fleld Offices and the Superintendent 
of Documents, Washington 25, D. C. 
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fairly well balanced between inflation. 
ary and deflationary forces, but with 
the latter apparently on the ascen . 
The influx of imports after the Aprj 
trade liberalization measures eliminateg 
shortages and led to some surpluses of 
goods, Prices tended downward, ang 
after attaining a yearly high of 24 
(1949=100) in May, the cost-of-living 
index for a Cambodian working clagg 
family fell gradually to 216 in August, 
For a European family the similar jp. 
dex fell from 248 in June to 234 jp 
August, ' 


The large Government .budget deficit | 


was exceeded by foreign aid, and the 
trade deficit was functioning as a de. 
flationary force. The continuing exist. 
ence of inflationary forces was indicated 
by increases in the first 9 months of 


1957, of currency in circulation from 17: 


billion riels to 2.1 billion riels and in 
bank credit from a 1956 average of 51 
billion to a 1957 average of 6.8 billion 
riels. 

The Government took action in the 
third quarter on labor and investment 
laws and regulations of interest to 
American business, It had placed into 
effect in April a ban on the employment 
of aliens in 18 occupations. This action 
was modified in September by a decree 
limiting to 30 percent the ratio of aliens 
that may be employed in any enter. 
prise (Foreign Commerce Weekly Sept. 
30, 1957, p. 9). 


Larger Profit Remittances 
Allowed on New Investments 


The Government liberalized its for 
eign investment law at the close of 
the quarter by increasing the max- 
mum transferable profits on new in- 
vestments from 8 percent to 10, 15, and, 
in exceptional cases, 20 percent of the 
capital invested, The varying ratios am 
applied according to the utility of the 
enterprise in which investment is made, 

Other liberalization included length 
ening the period when new investments 
are assured against nationalization 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 4 
1957, p. 5). 

The promising aspects of the new it 
vestment law, according to some o& 
servers, were offset by the simultaneous 
promulgation of a law on old invest 
ments (in general, those made prior 
May 31, 1956) with less favorable fe 
tures. This law, which provides fort 
special tax on profit remittances frat 
old investments ranging up to 60 p& 
cent of profits for the years 1955 ail 
1956, was opposed by the foreign but 
ness community, , 

Other observers point out that sine 
the law on new investments is 
permissive and not mandatory, th 
leaving wide discretionary powers to 


administrators, it can be evaluated om} | 


after its implementation has been # 
served over a period.—U,. S. Embasi 
Phnom Penh, 


Foreign Commerce Weelll 


a 





= 


Beek = — | || 





— 





Soe 


ze 


foodst 


may | 


Z gFeF gS PRC TSEGEEe poe FEFETSLEP a ce 





dicated 
iths of 


‘om 17 ; 
and in 


» of 51 


billion | 


in the 
»stment 
rest to 
ed into 
joyment 
$ action 
| decree 
yf aliens 
' enter. 


ly Sept. 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





New Zealand Imposes_ Philippine Import Budget Sharply 
Reduced for First Quarter 1958 


The Philippine foreign exchange import budget for the first quarter 
of 1958 has been set at $100 million, representing a sharp reduction of 
about $25 million or 20 percent from the budget for the corresponding 


New Import Controls 


All®goods imported into New Zea- 
jgnd were made subject to licensing and 
exchange allocations on January 1, the 
Prime Minister has announced. 

The new import schedule, which re- 

the one issued on August 1, 
1957, contains 449 main items and vari- 
gus subitems, bringing the total to 


| about 1,000. 


Foreign exchange will be allocated 
to meet all basic needs for imported 
fuels, raw materials, and_ essential 
foodstuffs. Most of the foreign exchange 
savings will be made on automobiles, 
whisky, luxury foodstuffs, and such con- 
sumer goods as clothing, electrical ap- 
pliances, and a variety of miscellaneous 
items. 

All goods imported into New Zealand 
will require an import license, but per- 
mits will be granted only for essential 
goods listed on the authorized schedule. 

All previously issued licenses will be 
revoked. Goods not previously subject 
to licensing and shipped from country 
of export not later than December 31, 
1957, will be admitted without license 
on importation into New Zealand. Goods 
already subject to licensing and for 
which 1958 licenses are already held 
may be imported under those licenses 
provided the goods were shipped prior 
to January 1. 

The new Prime Minister said “New 
Zealand faces the most urgent exchanges 
Pesition since the 1930's. Since October 
2, 1957, oversea funds are down from 
NZ&83 to NZ£45.5 million, the equiva- 
lent of US$232.4 to US$127.4 million, 
Which is sufficient for only 6 weeks’ 
imports instead of the 6 months’ mini- 
mum recommended by the Royal Mone- 
tary Commission.” 


Barbados Enters Materials 
'For Deep Harbor Duty Free 


Barbados has exempted from customs 
duties all materials, equipment, supplies, 
and goods, including vehicles and marine 
‘easels, imported by or on behalf of the 
Gntractors, or purchased out of bond 
ly the contractors, of the deep-water 

project. 

Gil, including gas oil, kerosene, diesel 
ind fuel oil, is included in the exemp- 
tion, but gasoline or other motor fuels 
Me subject to normal duties. 

"The materials must be for use exclu- 
in construction of the deep-water 
and must be certified to that 
by the resident engineer.—Foreigen 
, Dec, 7, 1957. 


onary 27, 1958 
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period of last year. 


If the budget is strictly adhered to and continues at the same level 


in the second quarter, the total amount 
budgeted for the first 6 months of 
1958 will be nearly 40 percent less 
than actual exchange expenditures for 
imports in the first half of 1957. The 
trimmed-down budget, announced by 
the €entral Bank Monetary Board is 
an essential part of the Philippines’ 
austerity program necessitated by the 
fall of international reserves to danger- 
ously low levels. 


Producers and importers holding 
quotas for producer goods are per- 
mitted to use each month up to 6 per- 
cent of their regular annual quotas, or 
a total of 18 percent for the quarter, 
for each of the three categories of pro- 
ducers goods. A quota holder who had 
a producer. goods quota of $100,000 for 
all of 1957, for example, may open 
letters of credit for such goods to the 
extent of $6,000 monthly or $18,000 for 
the 3-month period. On an annual basis 
this quota amounts to 72 percent of the 
regular quota, or a cutback of 28 per- 
cent. 


The reduction is more severe for the 
consumer goods categories. Producers 
and importers holding quotas for es- 
sential and semiessential consumer 
goods are authorized to use up to 4 
percent of their annual quotas for such 
goods each month or a total of 12 per- 
cent for the quarter. On an annual 
basis, this represents only 48 percent of 
regular quotas, or a cutback of 52 
percent. \ 


Import of Nonessential 
Consumer Goods Banned 


Quotas for nonessential consumer 
goods, however, cannot be utilized at 
all, and thus the virtual ban on such 
imports originally instituted in Decem- 
ber of last year is continued. 

The Monetary Board also intends as 
a general rule not to allocate exquotas 
or nonrecurring quotas, that is, alloca- 
tions in addition to regular quotas to 
meet the special needs of industries. 
Nevertheless, producers requiring some 
of the banned items or needing addi- 
tional allocations to meet essential re- 
quirements can take up their problems 
individually for consideration by the 
Monetary Board. Similarly, manufac- 
turers who find it necessary to have 
commitments for raw materials beyond 
3 months may make special requests on 
a case-by-case basis. 

In contrast to the general quota re- 





duction, no restriction is placed on 
exchange availability for import of de- 
controlled items, These articles are 
mainly essential foodstuffs, pharma- 
ceuticals, and certain construction ma- 
terials, which may be imported by 
qualified importers without quota limi- 
tations. 


Special Plan Established 
For Petroleum Products 


A special formula is established for 
import of petroleum products by the 


four oil companies selling in the Philip- “ 


pines.» The cut in the companies’ quotas 
will average 28 percent for the entire 
year, as for producer goods generally, 
but will be distributed as follows: A 
12-percent cut for the first quarter, 20 
percent for the second quarter, 38 per- 
cent for the third quarter, and 42 
percent for the last quarter. 

Observers believe that one of the 

(Continued on page 30) 





Portugal To Renew 
- Tobacco Leases 


New Portuguese regulations provide 
for leasing to private firms the right ¢o 
manufacture tobacco products in Portu- 
gal in the next 25 years. 

Former leases, which were for a 30- 
year period, expired July 31, 1957, after 
having been exploited by the two firms 
that manufacture all tobacco products 
in Portugal. A temporary extension per- 
mitted the two firms to operate under 
the old lease until the end of 1957. 

Although many of the new provisions 
for leasing, contained in decree-law No. 
41,383, published in the Dario do Gov- 
erno, Lisbon, on November 22, 1957, are 
unchanged, the new regulations are 
more restrictive. 

For example, the State reserves the 
right to require imports of foreign leaf 
from whatever source it deems best to 
serve the country’s interests. Also note- 
worthy is the requirement that after 
5 years licensed manufacturers must 
agree to import from Portuguese Over- 
sea Territories a minimum of 20 per- 
cent of all leaf tobacco used in Portugal 
Now 7 percent comes from those sources, 

All aspects of the price structure for 
tobacco products will continue to be 
supervised by the Ministry of Finance. 

Awards to bidders probably will be 
announced early in 1958, 
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Mexican Tariff Schedules Adjusted Canada Frees Export 


Mexico has made a number of changes in its import and export 
tariff schedules, raising or lowering import and export duties, reclassify- 
ing: some commodities, and establishing new classifications for others. 

Import duties are raised on white metal alloys, some glue and 


rubber cement, gauze, and machinery 


Lower import duties are imposed on 
certain textile oils, ethyl acetate, ethy- 
lene bichloride, methylene chloride, 
some chloroform, potassium acetate, 
pyridine, and certain floor coverings for 
bus bodies. 

The following commodities, in addi- 
tion to some of the foregoing, are re- 
classified in the schedule or new class- 
ifications are established therefor: 
Allen screws, spare parts for automobile 


water pumps, bronze and brass ingots, 
certain adhesive strips of rubber and 
synthetic resins, plastic lens substitutes 
for optical instruments, spare parts for 
television sets, certain glues, certain 
preparations used in the manufacture 
of additives for lubricants, some nickel 
or nickel oxide suspensions, and glass 
for television sets. 


Export duties are raised on fresh 
corn, and duties on “pelotazo,” a soft 
vegetable fiber, are lowered by remov- 
ing the product from a classification for 
hemp, flax, and ramie. 


Export tariff classifications for dios- 
genin and 16 dehydropregnenolone are 
expanded to include pseudo-diosgenin 
acetate and diosone. 


Classifications affected by these 
changes; their specific and ad valorem 
duty rates; with nature of change and 
former duty rates, shown in parenthe- 
ses, are as follows: 


Import Tariff 


Effective November 23, 1957 


6572.01.06. Mixtures of organic oils not 
derived from petroleum, to give elasticity 
and softness to chemical textile fibers, except 
sulfonated oils and greases, provided their 
industrial use is proved by means of catalogs 
or pamphlets: 0.10 peso per legal kilogram 
and 15 percent. (New classification; 0.10 peso 
and 40 percent.) 

671.00.02. Bronze, brass, and white 
ingots. (Classification abolished.) 


71.00.03. Bronze and brass ingots: 0.10 
per gross kilograms and 25 percent. 
(New classification; no change in duties.) 


71.00.04. Copper-, nickel-, and zine-based 
alloys, known commercially as alpaca, white 
metal, or German silver: 0.25 peso per gross 
kilogram and 30 percent. (New classification; 
0.10 peso and 25 percent.) 

680.01.10. Iron or steel screws with or with- 
out heads, with a polygonal recess at one 
end to receive the tool which turns them, 
known commercially as Allen screws: 0.70 
peso per legal kilogram and 70 percent. (New 
classification. ) 

762.00.33. Water pumps for cooling internal 
combustion engines and their spare parts, 
—— they are identified as exclusively 
or use in automobiles: 0.20 peso per legal 
kilogram and 5 percent. (Description changed 
to include spare parts.) 


Effective December 6, 1957 


593.99.86. Mixtures and preparations, not 
elsewhere specified, proved to the Customs 
Bureau that they will be used in manufac- 
ture of additives for lubricants: 0.02 peso per 


metal 


10 


. ments: 


installations. 





gross kilogram and 1 percent. (New classi- 


fication.) 
Effective December 7, 1957 


610.00.06. Strips of rubber up to 5 centi- 
meters wide, even with adhesive substances 
on one surface: 0.30 peso per gross kilogram 
and 45 percent. (New classification.) 

6110.07.08. Strips of synthetic resins up to 
5 centimeters wide, even with adhesive sub- 
stances on one surface: 0.30 peso per legal 
kilogram and 50 percent. (New classification.) 

742.03.04. Picture tubes for television sets, 
and spare parts identifiable as for picture 
tubes: 0.20 peso per legal kilogram and 13 
percent. (Description changed to include 
spare parts.) 

881.04.00. Glass or crystal, unfinished, with 
maximum thickness of 2'2 millimeters or 
diameter greater than 45 millimeters, to be 
finished in the country and used in manu- 
facture of optical instruments: 0.05 peso per 
gross kilogram and 5 percent. (Description 
changed to exclude plastic substitutes.) 

8881.04.03. Pieces of plastic material sub- 
stituting for glass or crystal lenses, finished 
or not, for manufacture of optical instru- 
0.05 peso per gross kilogram and 5 
percent. (New classification; no change in 
duties.) 


Effective December 8, 1957 


572.02.06. Rubber- or gutta-percha-based 
solutions and cements weighing with imme- 
diate container over 5 kilograms: 0.15 peso 
per legal kilogram and 15 percent. (0.10 peso 
and 13 percent.) 

572.02.10. Nitrocellulose (celluloide) based 

lues weighing with immediate container over 
5 kilograms, except those falling under class- 
ification No. 572.02.07: 0.05 peso per legal 
kilogram and 10 percent. (New classification.) 

572.02.11. Butadiene, styrene, or acrylic 
resin based glues weighing with immediate 
container over 5 kilograms, except those fall 
ing under classification No. 572.02.07: 0.05 
peso per legal kilogram and 10 percent. (New 
classification.) 

572.02.99. Glue weighing with immediate 
container over 5 kilograms, not elsewhere 
specified: 0.15 peso per Jegal kilogram and 
15 percent. (0.05 peso arid 10 percent.) 


Effective December 14, 1957 


501.07.03. Ethyl acetate or acetic ether: 
0.05 peso per legal kilogram and 5 percent. 
(0.65 peso and 45 percent.) 

501.07.23. Ethylene _ bichloride 
with the immediate container 
grams: 0.05 peso per legal 
yercent. (New classification; 
. percent.) 

501.07.24. Methylene chloride weighing 
with immediate container over 100 kilograms: 
0.05 peso per legal kilogram and 5 percent. 
(New classification; 0.30 peso and 5 percent.) 


weighing 
over 100 kilo- 
kilogram and 6 

0.30 peso and 


5601.11.01. Chloroform. (Classification abol- 
ished.) 
6501.11.10. Chloroform  (trichloromethane) 


weighing with immediate container up to 100 
kilograms: 0.20 peso per gross kilogram and 
30 percent. (New classification; no change in 
duties.) 

501.11.11. Chloroform  (trichloromethane) 
weighing with immediate container over 1 
kilograms: 0.05 peso per gross kilogram and 
5 percent. (New classification; 0.20 peso and 
30 percent.) 

501.13.08. Potassium acetate weighing with 
immediate container over 40 kilograms: 0.05 
peso per gross kilogram and 5 percent. (New 
classification; 0.10 peso and 6 percent.) 


501.28.10. Pyridine: 0.05 peso per gross 
kilogram and 5 percent. (0.10 peso and 10 
percent.) 

593.00.15. Nickel or nickel oxides, finely 

suspended in water or other 


co fae d, vend , 
iguid, for use in industry as catalytic ele- 


—$———, 


Of Nickel to U. S. 


Nickel scrap and primary and sec. 
ondary nickel in all shapes and forms 
may now be exported from Canada to 
the United States without an export 
permit. Shipments to other destinations 
continue under export-permit control, 

The requirement of an export permit 
for shipments to the United States, 
which was lifted effective December 17, 
1957, had been in effect since 195], jt 
applied to nickel ores and concentrates; 
nickel alloys containing 30 percent op 
more nickel, including pigs, ingots, 
blooms, castings, semifabricated forms, 
anodes, cathodes, electrodes, and weld. 
ing rods; and nickel scrap; poder, Salts, 
oxide, and woven wire mesh, 


Relaxation of the controls was -made | 


possible by the increased availability 
of nickel. Virtualy the entire output of 
nickel in Canada is exported, the large 
bulk of which goes to the United States, 
Canadian exports of refined nickel in 
the first 10 months of 1957 amounted to 
177,731,700 pounds of which 158,411,400 
pounds were destined for the United 
States. 





ments: 0.05 peso per legal kilogram and § 
percent. (New classification.) 


Effective December 17, 1957 


648.03.00. Mats or sheets of cork pulp with 
outer face decorated in colors and inner face 
reinforced with cloth of jute or any other 
stiff vegetable fiber, called ‘‘linoleum’; and 
sheets of cork pulp with outer face of wi 
form color and inner face reinforced with 
cloth of jute or any other stiff vegetable 
fiber, not destined for manufacture of furni- 
ture or floor coverings in bus bodies: 6% 
peso per legal kilogram and _ 565° percent 
(Description changed to list floor coverings 
in bus bodies as excepted from the classifica 
tion.) 
~ 648.03.01. Sheets of cork pulp with the 
outer face of™uniform color and the inner 
reinforced with cloth of vegetable fibers or 
asphalted paperboard, for the manufacture 
of furniture or floor coveyings in bus bodies; 
0.15 peso per legal kilogram and 20 percent. 
(Description changed to include floor cover 
ings in bus bodies.) 

743.00.03. Glass or crystal for television 
sets: 5.00 pesos per gross kilogram and § 
percent. (New classification.) 


Effective December 25, 1957 


534.00.04. Plain or white absorbent gauze, 
with up to 30 threads per square centimeter 
in warp or woof and weighing yl cn 
meter up to 40 grams, imported in rol 4 
less than 40 centimeters wide and 10 
meters in diameter: 1.00 peso per legal kilt 
gram and 20 percent. (0.10 peso and J 
percent.) : 

534.00.98. Absorbent gauze, presented com 
mercially as curative material, weighing 
immediate container up to 6 kilograms: 
pesos per legal kilogram and percent. 
(0.60 peso and 10 percent.) 

700.01.00. Machinery installations for cell 
lose and paper industry: 0.03 peso per 
kilogram and 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 


percent.) 

700.01.01. Machinery installations for ce 
amic and glass industry: 0.03 peso per grom 
kilogram and 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 1 
percent.) 

700.01.02. Machinery installations for ta 
ning and leather-manufacturing industry: 


0.03 peso per gross kilogram and 4 Pp 

(0.01 peso and 2 percent.) ; 
700.01.03. Machinery installations for @ 

plosives, gunpowder, and related indu 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Pact With Morocco 


Denmark, on November 29, 1957, 

an independent trade agreement 

with Morocco covering the period Oc- 
tober 1, 1957-September 30, 1958. 

‘In the past trade between. the two 
'guntries has been governed by the 
Danish-French trade agreement, and 
the new trade agreement provides that 

nts shall continue to be governed 
ge payments agreement regulating 
ts between Denmark and the 

French franc area. 

Denmark agrees to apply its Euro- 

Payments Union liberalizations to 
from Morocco. Principal com- 
modities which may enter Denmark 
from Morocco without import license 
i are phosphate rock, pyrites, manganese, 
| and citrus fruit. A few Commodities are 
| gubject to Danish global import licenses, 
and individual quotas are established 
for certain Moroccan products in spec- 
fied amounts. Among items under quota 
gre wine and liquor, sardines, fruit juice, 
jeather products, and a few other items. 
The total value of these quotas approxi- 
mates 1.1 million crowns. 

Certain Danish goods may enter Mo- 
poeco under its global import quotas, 
These are principally butter, cheese, 
milk, potatoes, animal and vegetable 
gis, pharmaceuticals, paints, and lac- 
qers. In addition, Morocco establishes 
specific quotas for such Danish products 
as beer, canned meat, diesel engines, 
feitigerator equipment, and _ various 

of machinery and electrical equip- 
Quotas for these items have an 
iggregate value of 6.2 million crowns, 








British Guiana Enters Beer 
Ingredients Free of Duty 


British ‘Guiana has exempted from 
tstoms duty ingredients imported from 
my source for use in the manufacture 
itbeer and spirituous compounds. 

To benefit from these exemptions, the 
ingredients must be for use in beer and 
Mirituous compounds manufactured in 
a brewery or on bonded prem- 


These provisions do not apply to in- 


ee fedients classified as alcoholic bever- 


ages, 

ted com ‘The duty exemption is provided for 

“ an amendment to part III of the first 
percent of British Guiana’s customs 


4p 


: 


s for & 
ndustries: | Valorem 


) 


lif, replacing a previous provision 
g only ingredients from Brit- 
ire countries, —Official Gazette, 

9, 1957. 





‘Wamaican imports of _ self-opening 
Mierbags of two plies and under will 
Ww be subject to a duty of 1 shilling 
S$0.14) per 100 bags, in addition to 
te regular duty of 35 percent ad 
, the Jamaican Government has 
‘;Mhounced.— Jamaica Gazette. 


 Weellt leniary 27, 1958 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


‘Denmark Signs Trade Austria Reduces Income Taxes 


The Austrian Parliament, among its last acts of 1957, approved 
tax reductions primarily intended te reduce the tax burden of low- and 
middle-income groups but also benefiting businessmen. 

Important provisions of the law, effective January 1, 1958, include 
extension of the tax-free income ceiling from 8,500 schillings to 9,500 


schillings a year; increases in tax-free 
allowances granted wage earners; in- 
creases in allowable tax reductions for 
wives who work in their husbands’ en- 
terprise; extension of business loss car- 
ryovers from 2 years following the 
loss to 5 years following the loss; tax 
exemption of certain earnings from 
investments for persons subject to wage 
and/or assessed income tax (26 Aus- 
trian schillings=US$1). 

The annual income of an unmarried 
person without dependents of up to 
10,000 schillings, approximately US$400, 
will be tax free. 

Tax reductions on incomes between 
10,000 to 50,000 schillings, approxi- 
mately US$400 to US$2,000, will range 
from 75 to 11 percent, and on annual 
incomes of 145,000 schillings, approxi- 
mately US$5,575, the reduction will 
be 10 percent or 4,990 schillings, the 
equivalent of about US$190. 


On annual incomes exceeding 145,000 
schillings the progressive increase in 
tax reductions stop, and thus reductions 
in the upper-income brackets will range 
from 10 percent downward. 


Provision is also made for reductions 
in taxation of households; increased tax 
exemptions for anniversary bonuses; for 
perishables, a higher value limit that 
can be written off during year of pur- 
chase; for some products, a bigger 
lump-sum allowance for advertising ex- 
penditures; and a new formula for tax 
benefits accruing from acquisition of 
housing. 

Additional benefits to families with 
children are also provided. Children’s 
allowances are increased by 10 schillings 
a month for each child, and, in addition 
to the 12 monthly allowances, a one- 
half monthly allowance for each child 
per year will be granted beginning Sep- 
tember 1958. Monthly allowances thus 
will amount to 115 schillings for the 





Denmark Ratifies Commerce 
Treaty With Costa Rica 


A most-favored-nation treaty of com- 
merce and navigation concluded between 
Denmark and Costa Rica on September 
26, 1956, in San Jose was ratified by 
Denmark on November 27, 1957. 

In submitting the treaty to the Fol- 
keting for approval the Danish Minister 
for Foreign Economic Relations com- 
mented that conclusion of the treaty 
does not prevent Denmark from partici- 
pating in any action against certain 
shipping nations—Panama, Liberia, and 
Costa Riea—which may later be decided 
by the United Nations. 





first child, 135 schillings for the second, 
160 for the third, 185 schillings for the 
fourth, and 210 schillings for the fifth 
and each following child. 

The tax reduction represents the 
realization of part of the German Fi- 
nance Minister’s long-range concept of 
measures aimed at creation of private 
investment capital through increased 
savings activities and a higher tax yield 
from lower tax rates. 


Mexico Adds Items 
To Import Controls 


Solid polyvinyl chloride; brass, bronze, 
white metal, and copper sheets; and 
gasoline have been added to the list 
of items subject to import control in 
Mexico. 


Importers must obtain permits from 
the Mexican Ministry of Economy be- 
fore placing firm orders for these items. 

Except for gasoline, the controls do 
not apply to imports into the free zones 
and perimeters; for gasoline, however, a 
permit is required for import into any 
part of the country except the State 
of Chihuahua, Baja California Free 
Zone, and the partial free zone in north- 
west Sonora. 

Mexican import tariff classifications 
affected and the dates on which the 
controls went into effect are as fol- 
lows: 

December 2, 1957 


570.00.10. Solid polyvinyl chloride, as well 


as its thermoplastic compounds, even if pig- 
mented. . 


December 6, 1957 


302.02.00, 302.02.01, 302.02.98, 302.02.99. All 
gasolines, including aviation gasoline. 


December 23, 1957 
671.05.00. Sheets of brass, bronze, or white 


metal. 
671.05.99. Sheets of. copper, not elsewhere 
specified. 


—Diario Oficial, December 2, 6, 23, 1957. 








Jamaica Licenses Import 


Of Dynamite From U. S. 


Jamaica will now consider granting It- 
censes upon application for import of 
dynamite from the VU, S. 

The largest users of dynamite in 
Jamaica reportedly are the Public 
Works Department, parish councils, and 
bauxite and other mining companies, 

This relaxation of restrictions is con- 
tained in Jamaican Government notice 
No. 1708 of December 12, 1957.— 
Gleaner, Jamaica, December 14, 1957. 
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Surinam and ALCOA Sign 75-Year Pact 
For Carrying Out Development Projects 


The Government of Surinam and Surinam Aluminum Co, 
(SURALCO), a Delaware corporation established by the Aluminum 
Company of America (ALCOA), on December 9, 1957, signed a 75- 
year agreement for carrying out the so-called Brokopondo project. 

This joint venture of the Surinam Government and ALCOA, in- 


volving an estimated cost of $125 mil- 
lion, provides for construction of a dam 
and hydroelectric works at Affobakka, 
a site on the Surinam river about 60 
miles south of Paramaribo; establish- 
ment of aluminum-producing facilities 
in the vicinity of Paranam, utilizing 
power generated by the hydroelectric 
works; and substantial new concessions 
to the company for mining bauxite in 
Surinam. About 150,000 kilowatts of 
powers will be generated. 

ALCOA’s participation is such that 
it will have the tax advantages pro- 
vided U. S. companies investing in the 
Americas under Western Hemisphere 
Trade Corporation legislation. 


ALCOA To Provide Funds, Services 


Under the terms of the agreement 
ALCOA will provide directly and indi- 
rectly funds needed in execution of the 
project and will undertake to provide 
a wide range of services in connection 
with the construction and operation of 
the hydroelectric project by SURALCO. 

In return SURALCO will receive 
bauxite concessions, tax guaranties, an 
option on a second-stage hydroelectric 
project, and protection in the use, re- 
tention and transfer of funds and 
capital. 

Costs of the hydroelectric pact of 
the program will be amortized by the 
two parties out of power charges as- 
sessed on a use basis. 

At termination of the agreement the 
hydroelectric facilities will be turned 
over to the Government of Surinam] 
Meanwhile each party will retain sole 
ownership of all property, movable or 
unmovable, which it contributes to the 
project.—U. S. Consulate, Paramaribo. 


New Fees Charged Pakistan 


Importers and Exporters 


All Pakistan importers are required 
to pay fees on import licenses before 
the licenses are issued, effective Janu- 
ary 1, the Pakistan Government has an- 
nounced, 

For licenses valued at 500 to 100,000 
rupees the fee is one-half of 1 percent 
ad valorem (1 rupee=US$0.21). For li- 
censes in excess of 100,000 rupees, the 
fee is 1 percent. Licenses of less than 
500 rupees pay no fee. 

In another move to increase revenues, 
the Government has established regis- 
tration fees for importers and exporters. 
The initial registration fee for importers 
is 250 rupees plus an annual fee of 25 
rupees. For exporters, fees are 100 and 
10 rupees, respectively, 
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Belgian Installment Sales 
Law Goes Into Effect 


The Belgian Installment Sales Law 
of July 9, 1957, is to go into effect on 


February 1. Important provision of the 
recent implementing decrees are that: 


@ Only sales between 2,000 ($40) and 
150,000 ($3,000) francs will be covered 
by the law. 

@ Loans for travel and all automobile 
repairs are included. 

@ Maximum time allowed for repay- 
ment on the installment plan is 30 
months for new automobiles; 24 months 
for household .equipment, motor scoot- 
ers, bicycles, and furniture; 18 months 
for used cars and furs; and 6 months 
for toys, travel, and vehicles other than 
the foregoing. 


The maximum financing charge is 
fixed at 1 percent monthly, and the 
minimum down payment required is 15 
percent of the total purchase price ex- 
cept for automobiles, for which it is 23 
percent.—U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 

Belgian regulation of installment sales 
under the new law was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, November 
4, 1957, page 6. 


German Court Unholds | 
Price-Fixing Case 











Germany Lowers-Duties on Small Imports 


A lump-sum duty rate of 15 percent, including duty, turnover-com: | 
pensation tax, and excise tax, on goods imported into Germany, not 
destined for commercial use and valued at not more than 200 German 
marks, or about US$48, is provided for in an ordinance announced by 
the Federal Republic on December 3, 1957. 


Special rates, however, will be levied 
on some products, such. as_ brandy, 
liqueurs, other spirits, including beer; 
coffee; tea; sweets; mineral oil; tobacco, 
tobacco products; and ethyl alcohol. 

The new duties may become especially 
important in connection with expansion 
of Germany’s so-called everyman’s im- 
port program, which was designed to 
combat inflationary pressures by in- 
creasing the availability of consumer 
goods through imports. The program 
has not been as successful as was ex- 
pected because of comparatively high 
customs and shipping costs and lack of 
information on foreign sources of supply 
and also because the goods cannot be 
exchanged or returned after they have 
passed Customs. 

The outlook for increasing smal] im- 
ports by private consumers is considered 





The validity of agreements entereg meet 
into in Germany on price maintenance State 
for trademarked goods and for publish , “ 
ing house products has been upheld by oo 
the German Supreme Federal Coup} have 
(Bundesgerichtshof) at Karlsruhe. regio 

The high court, according to the | must 
German press, has handed down judg. | anim 
ment in*two cases involving price |' at le 
maintenance agreements, in both of | rabie 
which the producers had demanded or sil 
payment of contractual fines and had | less t 
suspended supplies for violation of the Paris 
agreements, Judgments in both cases . Th 
were made under Allied antitrust regy. of N 
lations, which were superseded on Jan. ) Frenc 
uary 1, 1958, by the new Law Against! aj 
Restraints of Competition, | mere 

It may be assumed that the decisions F 
will facilitate continuance of earlier } Mex 
price-maintenance agreements under the 
new Law Against Restraints of Compe. 
tition, which permits price maintenance| %08.P 
for trandemarked goods under certain iF 
conditions but provides for contro! tograp 

; 
measures to prevent abuses. fees 

These judgments may cause difficul- 700.0 
ties for firms that have disregatded } "ns: 
agreements on price maintenance be- (0.01) 
cause of the conflicting judicial opinions 700.0 
existing before the judgments wer| 22 
handed down. Such firms may be sub- Fpere 
ject to heavy contractual fines. me 

The provisions of the Law Against pow 
Restraints of Competition were reported Hope 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Septem-| yarnisi 
ber 2, 1957, page 7. poe 

te 
and 4 | 
700.0! 
essing, 
tural; 
peso pi 
peso ai 
700.01 
peso pe 
peso al 
‘700.01 





in 


good, however, because foreign ith | 


have intensified their advertising activ | en 
ities in Germany and firms and Com | ing 
sumer organizations have been estab 4] 
lished to assist such importers. oon 
Principal items imported under the! this se 
everyman’s import program are pharma | Peo pe 
ceutical goods, rubber goods, leather) ' ™ 
wool goods; shoes, lace, cotton goods 
and other textiles, and watches, Effecti 


The new duty is also intended to bent 
fit tourists and to cover gift .shipments 
not qualifying for duty-free entry Ur 


der the modified gift-shipment regult oes. 
tions, ance 
A previous regulation easing import ‘ 
of goods by small consumers was It ro 
ported in the Foreign Commerce Week Effect 
ly, May 6, 1957, page 5.—U. S. Embassy, 6-42, 

Bonn. 
“a 
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France Eases Entry 
- Of Dogs and Cats 


Dogs and cats may be imported di- 
rectly into France from the United 


/ 





ered. 


States upon presentation of an official 
ance | veterinary certificate to Customs at 
lish. | of entry, the French Government 
d by | has announced. The certificate must 
‘ourt | have been signed by a veterinary of the 

region from which the animal came and 


the | must attest to the good health of the 





judg. | animal, its residence in that region for 
rice | at least 6 months, and the absence of 
h of | rabies in the region during that period 
nded or since the birth of the animal if it is 
had | less than 6 months old.—U. S. Embassy, 
f the Paris. 

Cases The new regulation revises a decree 
regu. | of November 12, 1957, issued by the 
Jan- } French Government, prohibiting entry of 

zainst | ll carnivorous animals (Foreign Com- 

merce Weekly, December 16, 1957, p. 6). 

‘isions eae 

arlier* Mexican Tariff ... 

mal (Continued from page 10) 

nance a peso and oe ram and 4 percent. 





ertain | 700.01.04. Machinery installations for pho- 
ontrol | tography and motion picture industry: 0.03 
|| peso per gross kilogram and 4 percent. 


(0.01 
peso and 2 percent.) 


ifficul- 700.01.05. Machinery installations for spin- 
tded * ning, weaving, and textile goods industry: 

Ba 1.08 ‘peso per gross kilogram and 4 percent. 

ce be-| (@01 peso and 2 percent.) 

pinions 700.01.06. Machinery installations for rub- 
: ber and rubber goods industry: 0.03 peso per 
were kilogram and 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 

e sub- percent. ) 

700.01.07. Machinery installations for min- 
ing and metallurgical industry: 0.03 peso per 
\ gainst oe kilogram and 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 
sported percent.) 

: 700.01.09. Machinery installations for paint, 

eptem- | yarnish, and ink industry: 0.03 peso per gross 
kilogram and 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 2 
percent.) 

70.01.10. Machinery installations for plastie 

goods industry: 0.03 peso per gross kilogram 
rts and 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 2 percent.) 





MeAL Ti. | Machinery inatalitions je ee 
essing, milling, and preparation of agricul- 
Y-COM- | tural and pastoral products industry: 0.03 


kil recent. 3 
y, not lls ama and 4 percent. (0.01 
erman 700.01.012. Machinery installations for the 
1 and pharmaceutical industry: 0.03 
ced by | peso A te ——_7 and 4 percent. (0.01 
peso an percent.) 
7700.01.13. Machinery installations for 
ee | Gas industry: 0.03 peso per gross 
; and 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 2 
n firms | percent. 
ge activ-| _ 700.0114. Machinery installations for elec- 
8 | teal equipment and apparatus manufactur- 
nd con industry: 0.03 peso per gross kilogram 
1 estab 4 percent. (0.01 peso and 2 percent.) 
6.01.99. Machinery installations for in- 
} dustries not specified in classifications in 
der the! this section (state type of industry): 0.05 
pharma peso per gross kilogram and 5 percent. (0.01 


leather, peso and 2 percent.) . 


mn goods Export Tariff 
5. Effective November 23, 1957 
to bene 21-05 

: ts . Fresh corn: 0.20 peso per gross kilo- 
hipmen®} ‘gram and 35 percent. (New classification: 25 
ntry un percent. ) 


regule %-13. Hemp, flax, and ramie: 0.01 peso per 
t kilogram and 25 percent. (Description 
to exclude pelotazo, which now falls 


g import lider classification No. 26-14, Soft fibers not 
ret | ere ee. dutiable at 25 percent 
he id valorem. ' 
eW Effective November 30, 1957 
bass), 


642. Diosgenin, its esters, diosgenin or 
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pseudo-diosgenin acetate, in a or crystal 
containers: 2.50 pesos per legal. gram; in 
other kinds of containers: 3.00 pesos per 
legal gram. (Description changed to include 
pseudo-diosgenin acetate.) 


66-43. 16 Dehydropregnenolone, 
and 16 dehydropregnenolone esters or acetate, 
in glass or crystal containers: 2.00 pesos per 
ay gram; in other kinds of containers: 
2:59 pesos per legal gram. Description 
changed to include diosone.) 


—Diario Oficial. 


Algerian Ban on Military 
Clothing Again Emphasized 


U. S. exporters of used clothing to 
Algeria are again reminded that new or 
used military clothing may not be im- 
ported into that country. The ban on 
military clothing imports is strictly en- 
forced and used clothing shipments are 
carefully examined. 


A recent discovery of military cloth- 
ing in bales of used clothing shipped 
from the United States led to the arrest 
of the importer and one of his agents 
and an investigation by the Algerian 
authorities. 


Also, import sale, and transportation 
of fabrics which can be used for mili- 
tary clothing are prohibited (Algerian 
decree of August 30, 1957, published in 
Journal Officiel d’Algerie No. 73 of Sep- 
tember 3, 1957). 


Authorized dealers in military cloth- 
ing for military forces and military 
tailors may be exempted from the re- 
striction on fabrics by special authori- 
zation from the Sous-Direction du Com- 
merce of the Government General of 
Algeria. 


Authorizations for release of such 
fabrics and their transportation within 
Algeria for delivery to authorized deal- 
ers and tailors are granted by the local 
prefects or their deputies —U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Algiers. 


An earlier warning against shipment 
of used military clothing to Algeria ap- 
peared in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 3, 1957, page 12. 








Germany Opens New 
Gold Quota 


A new quota for import into 
Germany from all dollar countries 
of unworked solid gold and gold 
alloys for industrial purposes has 
been announced by the Federal 
Republic. ; 

Applications for licenses to im- 
port the items will be accepted 
until an unannounced quota lim- 
itation is reached but not after 
December 31, 1958. 

No certificate of origin is re- 
quired and reexportation will not 
be permitted:—-U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Canadian Cotton Duty 
Hearings Scheduled 


Public hearings in connection with in- 
vestigation of the cotton textile section 
of the Canadian customs tariff will 
open on March 26, the Canadian Tariff 
Board has announced. 


The hearings, which will cover 53 
tariff items, will be held beginning at 
10 a. m. in the Board’s offices at 70-74 
Elgin Street, Ottawa. 


Among products scheduled for con- 
sideration are raw cotton, and cotton 
linters; yarns, twines, thread, and lace; 
fabrics, denims, billiard cloth, cut-pile, 
sailcloth, filter cloth, cretonnes, gabar- 
dines, and duck; fabrics for shoe, screen, 
and handkerchief manufacturers, and 
fabrics for bookbinders; blankets, cotton 
bags, and cotton curtains; and cotton 
clothing and other manufactures of 
cotton. 

Although the hearings probably will 
run almost continuously from March 26 
until the end of April or possibly into 
May, the Board will try to provide 
breaks in the sittings so that it will not 
be necessary for those interested only 
in certain items to be present through- 
out the entire series of meetings. With 
that in view the Board has broken down 
the 53 tariff items into three groups and 
will have brief adjournments between 
the end of hearings on one group and 
the beginning of those on the next 
group. 

Persons intending to participate should 
if possible have 200 copies of their briefs 
in the Board’s hands at least 1 full week 
before the opening date of the sitting. 
All who intend to attend the hearings 
should notify in writing Mr. J. C. Leslie, 
Secretary of the Board, at the Board’s 


(Continued on page 31) 





Various Lebanese Duties, 
Excise Taxes Changed 


The Lebanese Government has an- 
nounced several changes in its customs 
tariff and excise taxation procedures. 

Under the normal tariff schedule a 
specific duty of L£1.5 (approximately 
US$0.48) per net kilogram is now 
charged rubberized textiles and felts 
not elsewhere specified, provided the 
customs charge does not amount to less 
than that which would have been 
charged under the former ad valorem 
duty. ; 

Formerly such rubberized textiles and 
felts were assessed an ad valorem duty 
of 25 percent under the normal tariff. 

This change has been undertaken as 
a protection against possible invoice 
undervaluation. 

Imported preserved sweetened milk 
used as baby food and medical tonic 
preparations are now exempted from 
payment of the Lebanese excise tax. 














WORLD TRADE LEADS 





12 Governments Invite Bids 





Flour, Sugar, Paper, Wire Rope, 
Variety of Equipment Wanted 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Australia 

Supply, delivery and erection of tele- 
vision transmitting equipment at Bris- 
bane, Adelaide, Perth, and Hobart; bids 
invited until March 20 by the Director 
of Stores and Contracts, 7th floor, 114 
Russell Street, Melbourne, C.1.* 


Belgian Congo 

Insecticides, 435 tons; bids invited un- 
til February 7 by the Comite de Gerance 
de la Caisse de Reserve Cotonniere 
(COGERCO), Leopoldville. Conditions 
and specifications in French available.* 


Ceylon 

Wheat flour, 60,000 tons, notice No. 
3; bid deadline February 12; raw cane 
sugar, 9,000 tons, notice No. 58, Febru- 
ary 15; white refined sugar, 8,000 tons, 
notice No. 59, February 11. Bids in- 
vited by Food Commissioner, Colombo. 
Cable address: Foodsupply, Colombo. 

Copies of the tender notices may be 
obtained from the Embassy of Ceylon, 
2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Ecuador 

Safety matches, 60 million boxes; bids 
invited until February 10 by the Minis- 
try of Treasury, Quito.* 


Egypt 

Benzine, 520 metric tons, bids invited 
until February 24 by the Insecticides 
Factory, Egyptian Ministry of Public 
Health, Kafr el Zayat. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt.* 

Shading films, various, straight line 
and stipple, celluloid screen sizes 14% 
by 14% to 17% inches, each in strong 
fiber case; correspondence, and quota- 
tions ¢. and f. Alexandria, invited by 
the Director General, Survey Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Public Works, El- 
Giza, (Orman). 


El Salvador 


Elevators, 2, passenger, speed 300 feet 
per minute, capacity 1,200 kilograms 
and 900 kilograms, floor stops 8 and 6; 
bids invited until February 28 by the 
El Salvadoran Government Purchasing 


14 





Office, San Salvador. Specifications in 
Spanish available.* 


Greece 


Dragline buckets, 15, bid deadline 
February 8; wire rope, 76,000 meters, 
sizes %, %, % and % inch, February 
11; roller bearings, February 25. Bids 
invited by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Agricultural Machinery Section, 12 
Philellinon Street, Athens. 


Manila rope, 23,217 kilograms, vari- 
ous sizes; bids invited until February 
11 by Piraeus Port Authority, Piraeus. 


Leveling instruments for leveling rail- 
way lines, 4 sets; bid deadline Febru- 
ary 25; water-softening compound, 90 
metric tons, for locomotive boiler water, 
February 18. Bids invited by Greek 
State Railways (SEK), 12 b Polytech- 
niou Street, Athens. 

Liquid gas, cylinders and liquid gas 
appliances, bid deadline February 20; 
gas appliances (stoves, water heaters, 
space heaters, central heating boilers), 
February 18. Bids invited by the Gas 


Works of Athens, 18 Fr. Roosevelt 
Street, Athens. 
Ethylene’ glycol (inhibited); 150 


metric tons; bids invited until January 
31 by the State Procurement Services, 
51 El Venizelos Avenue, Athens. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Greek Foreign Trade 
Administration, 1028 Connecticut Ave- 
nue NW., Washington, D. C.* 


India 


Dairy machinery and equipment for 
milk collection and chilling centers of 
the Delhi milk supply scheme, tenders 
No. STV-5/4182-H-11/57 and No. STV- 
5/4183-H-11/57; bids invited until 
March 4 by the Director General of 
Supplies and Disposals, New Delhi. 
Tender sets may be obtained from the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington, D. C., 
for $2.10 each. 

Supply and erection of 3 blow-off 
tanks complete with all ' accessories, 
tender No. PE-SPEC-40, bids invited 
until March 6 by the Controller of Pur- 
chase and Stores, Damodar Valley Cor- 
poratione (Purchase Department), An- 
derson House, Alipore, Calcutta 27. 

Tender documents may be obtained 



























> eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 


: gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
* Commerce, U. S. Department of 


= be obtained through the Depart- 
Be ment’s Field Offices. 


*@ addresses of the firms or indi- 
* viduals. 


- World Trade Directory report 


* of business, capital, sales volume, 


* other pertinent business informa- 


World Trade Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
on private foreign firms or indi. 
viduals mentioned in the World 
Trade Leads and Investment Op. 
portunities departments of For. 





able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial . Intelli. 


Commerce, Washington 25, D. C,, 
for $1 each. The reports also may 


Requests 
should 


for these _ reports 
include the names and 


The information given in a’ 


usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 


trade and financial reputation, and 


tion. 


from that authority for $2.10 a set plus 
$5.25 for air parcel post. 


Diesel locomotives, 2, bid deadline 
March 8; wheelsets, 36,700, ranging 
from 6 to 2214 tons axle; bid deadline 
February 10. Plans, specifications, ete, 
may be obtained from the Director Gen- 
eral, India Store Department, Govern 
ment Building, Bromyard Avenue, Ac- 
ton, London, W. 3, England, at 42 cents 
each. 


Iran 

Fire extinguishers, 432, hand, ver- 
tical and mobile types; bids invited un- 
til February 4 by the Telephone Com- 
pany of Iran, Tehran. Deposit of $1,50 
required with bid.* 

Paper-backed aluminum bobbins, 18, 
width 510 millimeters, interior bore 150 
millimeters, net weight each bobbin 200 
kilograms; bids invited until March 8 
by the Iranian Tobacco Monopoly, 
Tehran. 

Specifications and conditions may be 
obtained from the Embassy of Iran, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C, 


Iraq 

Supply, delivery, erection, and super 
vision of operation of the 132-kilovolt, 
66-kilovolt, and 11-kilovolt switchgeaf 
and associated equipment for Baghdad 
south power station and seven substé 
tions, contract No. 17. Bids invited ui 


(Continued on page 19) 
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Company in oe 
“Wants Chemicals 


The National Leather Industries Co., 
451 Aqouliya Street, Baghdad, a prin- 
cipal source of supply for leather in 
fraq and supplier of sole and upper 
jeathers to the Iraqi army, invites 

tions from VU. S. firms on chemi- 


tals and materials used in the manu- 
facture of sole and upper leathers. 


The company, undergoing a substan- 
tial plant expansion, has a monthly 
ction of about 45 metric tons of 
gole leather and over 100,000 square 
feet of upper leathers. When the plant 
expansion work is completed, the com- 
y plans to construct a modern 
pickling plant for goat and sheep skins 
for export. 

The company normally places orders 
for supplies on an annual basis during 
the first and second months of the 
calendar years. A list of this year’s 
requirements is not available; however, 
based on the production figures just 
mentioned, interested firms may wish to 
estimate these annual requirements and 
quote accordingly. 





Iraq Invites Bids on 





. 

am | Cigarette Factory 

Tenders are invited until February 27 
adline | by the Director General, Iraqi Tobacco 

Monopoly Administration, Baghdad, for 
inging construction of a cigarette factory at 
adline | suiaymaniyah. The projects consist of 
, ete, | all civil-engineering work in connection 
r Gen- | with building the factory as well as the 
overne | supply and installation of electrical, 
e, Ac- | Water, and sanitary services. An early 
}cents | completion date will be considered to- 

gether with other factors in awarding 

the contract. 

Tender documents may be obtained 
, Vet | from the office of the Director General 
ed ul | for $70 a set. Tenders shall be in Eng: 
> Com- + lish and must be accompanied by a 
$1,500 | deposit of $14,000 or the equivalent, 

tither in cash or by letter of guaranty 
as, 185, | from a bank in Iraq. 
ore 150 A copy of instructions to tenderers, 
bin 200 | conditions of tender, form of contract. 
larch 8 Setifications, and bill of quantities ig 
mopoly, | available on loan from the Trade De- 

Welopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
may be | Commerce, U. S. Department of Come 
f Iran, | Merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
, Wash- a 

Argentina Extends Bid Dates 

Bid deadlines have been extended on 
i supe | tWo projects in Argentina: The Parana 
ilovolt, | River tunnel—to February 10 (see For- 
tchgeat | tign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 30, p. 11 
Baghdad | and Oct, 21, p. 8) and the Rio Bermejo 
substa- I canal project—to February 14 
ted ul- | (Boreign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 28, 

B8and Nov. 4, p. 8). 
Weekly | danuary 27, 1958 











NATO Airfield Work 
Planned in Turkey 


New projects have been opened in 
Turkey to U. S. bidders under the 
international competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 


The projects call for runway rehabili- 
tation, runway extension, and shoulder 
stabilization at Balikesir and Bandirma 
airfields, estimated at $1,632,000, and 
construction of tank farms, pump sta- 
tion, and connecting facilities at 12 
different locations, estimated at $5,- 
320,000. ; 

Firms interested in bidding on the 
Balikesir and Bandirma airfields work 
should signify their intention by Janu- 
ary 31 and submit completed qualifica- 
tion forms by February 7. Those in- 
terested in bidding on the tank farms, 
pump stations, and connecting facilities 
should signify their intention by Febru- 


ary 6 and file completed qualification . 


forms by February 13. The intention to 
bid and the qualification forms should 
be sent to T. C. Nafia Vekaleti, Hava 
Meydanlari ve Akaryakit  Tesisleri, 
Insaat Reisligi, Ataturk Bulvari, 222, 
Kavaklidere-Ankara. 


The required qualification forms may 
be obtained from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division. 


lran Changes Bid Date 
For Rail Line Plates 


The Rail Line Department of the Im- 
perial Iranian Railways, Tehran, has 
extended to March 9 the deadline for 
submitting bids for the supply of 1,800 
tons of rail line plates. 


This trade lead was published in For- 


eign Commerce Weekly, November 18, 
page 12. 











Brazil Extends Bid Date 
For Powerplant Tunnel 


The deadline for submitting bids to 
construct a reinforced concrete steel 
lined tunnel at the Jacui hydroelectric 
plant has been extended to February 
11, by the State Commission of Electric 
Energy, Porto Alegre, Brazil. 

This trade lead was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, November 
4, 1957, page 11. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest*in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Union Regionale des Cooperatives Ag- 
ricoles du Midi (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter of wine, grape juice, table 
grapes, and wine tartar), 2 rue Jules 
Ferry, Montpelier (Herault), wishes to 
export direct or through agent high- 
quality wines. 


Books 
Italy 


Libreria Aldo Lubrano (importer of 
foreign books in all languages; whole- 
saler, exporter of Italian books), Via 
Passina 12, Naples, wishes to export 
direct or through agent foreign and 
Italian books on literary subjects from 
various publishing houses. 


Liberia Scientifica Editrice (publish- 
er), Corso Umberto I, 40, Naples, wishes 
to export direct scientific, school, and 
other books. Catalog may be obtained 
from the Naples firm. ie 


Building Materials 
Australia 


Unitrad Corporation Pty., Ltd. (im- 
porter of timber; wholesaler, exporter 
of meat and meat products; manufac- 
turer of furniture), 42 Pemberton St., 
Botany, Sydney, wishes to export direct 
or through agent Australian patented 
parquet flooring made of Australian 
hardwoods in squares of 5” x5” (each 
square composed of 5 small pieces), ar- 
ranged in strips and backed with paper; 
strips are folded in bundles of 18” x9”- 
x9”. Samples submitted on application 
to the Australian firm, 
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Ceramics 
France 

Establissements & Briqueterie Casi- 
mir Cavaille (manufacturer, wholesaler 
of tiles, bricks, ceramics, and earthen- 
wares), rue des Tuileries, Perpignan 
(Pyrenees-Orientales), wishes to export 
direct or through agent approximately 
300 monthly of small collapsible tables 
with ceramic tile tops and wrought iron 
legs, in sizes 12” x12”, 16” x24”, and 
16” x 40”; also, decorative ceramic tiles 
measuring 4” x4” and 6” x6”, 
Chemicals 
Australia 

Unitrad Corporation Pty., Ltd. (im- 
porter of timber; wholesaler, exporter 
of meat and meat products; manufac- 
turer of furniture), 42 Pemberton St., 
Botany, Sydney, wishes to export direct 
or through agent 16 cwt. monthly of 
90% to 99% pure rutin used in the man- 
ufacture of vitamin P; and 50 drums of 
44 gal. monthly of piperitone—the raw 
material for menthol and thymol. Sam- 
ples available upon application to’ the 
Australian firm. 


Clothing 
Italy 


Manifattura Maglieria Meridionale 
(manufacturer, exporter of woolen and 
cotton sweaters for men, women, and 
children), Via Cardassi 41, Bari, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 150 
pieces daily of knitted wear, including 
wool and cotton sweaters for men, 
women, and children; also suits, shirts, 
and dresses—all of pure wool and 100% 
cotton. 


Crude Drugs 
France 


Franceherb-Societe Francaise d’Her- 
boristeries (wholesaler and export mer- 
chant), 11 Bis rue Massillon, Nimes, 
Gard, wishes to export direct or through 
agent medicinal and aromatic herbs, 
seeds, leaves, and roots, including psyl- 
lium and celery seeds, lavender flowers, 


marjoram, mint, rosemary, savory and 
thyme leaves, and many others, List in 
French available.* 


Foodstuffs 
France - 

ATOM (manufacturer, exporter), 39 
cours Pierre Puget, Marseille, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 200 to 
300 metric tons of dehydrated powdered 
vegetables, including tomato, cabbage, 
beet, spinach, carrot, asparagus, etc.— 
97% of dry product powders produced 
by patented spray-dryer process which 
permits keeping fresh-product qualities. 
Will also be prepared to specifications 
of customer. 

Union Regionale des Cooperatives 
Agricoles du Midi (producer, wholesal- 
er, exporter of wine, grapejuice, table 
grapes, and wine tartar), 2 rue Jules 
Ferry, Montpellier (Herault), wishes to 
export direct or through ‘agent 845,000 
gal. annually of highquality red, rose, 
and white grapejuice, in 1-liter bottles 
or cans, packed in cartons. 


Footwear 
Italy 

Calzaturificio “Arvin” (importer of 
hides and skins; manufacturer, export- 
er of ladies’ shoes), Via Salvator Rosa 
44, Naples, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 2,000 pairs monthly of 
ist- and 2d-quality well-finished and 
strong shoes for women. 

Sandal, s.r.l. (manufacturer), Via 
Farnesiana, Piacenza, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 50,000 pairs 
monthly of multicolor plastic summer 
sandals for women. Samples and price- 
list available.* 


Housewares, Plastic 
Sweden 


Skanska Attikfabriken AB (importer 
of raw material for plastic and techno- 
chemical industry; manufacturer, ex- 
porter of chemical products, molding 
powders, furniture, plastic products; 
also lumber and woodenware), Perstorp, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 





investment in JAPAN 


Sold by U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U, 8. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C, 
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a BFC handbook for U. S. businessmen ... covering the climate for 
foreign investment in Japan . . . economic conditions . . . resources 
and industry . . . transportation and communications ... finance... 
foreign trade and commercial policy ... trade and exchange controls 
+ + + business policy, organization, management ... taxation... labor 


$1 


———ew 


various household articles made of 
polyethelene and polystyrene. Firm will 
welcome special instructions from Po 
tential U. S. buyers, particularly ag to 
customs duty. Illustrated and descrip. 
tive leaflet available.* 


Kieselguhr 
Denmark 


Andreas Jennow A/S (importer of oils 
and chemicals; import and export agent 
and distributor; owner of kieselguhr 
mines and works), 12 Strandgade, Co 
penhagen K, wishes to export direct or 
through agent, preferably in the New 
York area, 2,000 tons annually of Dan. 
ish kieselguhr—only one calcined grade, 


Machinery 
Sweden 


Aktiebolaget Olof Smith (manufac. 
turer, exporter), N. Gubberogatan 30, 
or P, O. Box 695, Goteborg, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 5 month. 
ly of semiautomatic soldering .machines 
for the tin industry. Illustrated and de. 
scriptive leaflet with price information 
available.* 


Office Supplies 
Japan 

Kamo Yoko Co. (Kamo Yoko, Goshi 
Kaisha) (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex. 
porter of self-inking date stamps, date 
and time stamps, stamp pads and stamp 
ink), No. 2 Hatchobori 4-chome, Chou- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to export direct 5,000 
monthly of self-inking rubber date 
stamps. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
let available.* 


Patents 
Belgium 

Usines V. Blairon (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of brickmaking machines, lathes, 
hydraulic presses, bandsaws, for metal- 
working), 50 rue Paul Janson, Ander- 
lues, wishes to sell patent for machines 
to produce facing bricks, Company 
claims this machine has a_ production 
capacity of 1,800 bricks an hour. Patent 
ed in the United States. 

A. Fillatre (manufacturer, exporter of 
combined tool for opening tins and other 
containers; also coat hangers and curl 
ers), 59 rue Spanjeberg, Dilbeek, wishes 
to sell patent for a combined tool for 
opening tins and other containers, U, § 
patent applied for. Sample tool avail 
able.* 


Patterns 
Italy 

Biagio Cassisi & F. (importer of te 
tiles; manufacturer of high-fashion 
dresses), Via Chiaia 149, Naples, wishes 
to export direct cloth patterns indivié 
ually designed for high-fashion dresse 
for women. 


Plastic Products 
Sweden 

Skanska Attikfabriken AB (importet 
of raw material for plastic and techn 
chemical industry; manufacturer, & 
porter of chemical products, moldiij 
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rs, furniture, plastic products; 

also lumber and woodenware), Perstorp, 
to export direct or through 

agent plastic giftware articles decorated 


: with sterling silver designs. Firm will 


welcome special instructions from po- 
tential U. S.. buyers, particularly as to 
customs duty. Catalog available.* 


Saffron 


Italy 

Aquilana di Alberto Borsetti (manu- 
facturer), Via G. B. Martini 18, Milan, 
wishes to export direct 10 kilograms 
monthly of saffron. Samples available.* 


Tartar 


France 

Union Regionale des Cooperatives 
Agricoles du Midi (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter of wine, grapejuice, table 
grapes, and wine tartar), 2 rue Jules 
Ferry, Montpellier (Herault), wishes to 
export direct or through agent 100 to 
500 metric tons of wine tartar. 


Textiles 

Germany 

Hoetker & Walterscheid (manufactur- 
er, exporter), 20 Lindenstrasse, Burg- 
steinfurt (Westf.), wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of printed tablecloths, kitchen sets, dec- 
oration material, printed skirts for 
women, and handprinted aprons. 


Toys and Games 
Germany 


Schmitz & Gerdes (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of golf and hole billiards, foot- 
ball equipment, and toy automatons), 
5 An der Bottmeuhle, Koeln a. Rh., 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
coin operated game tables. Illustrated 
leaflets and pricelist in German avail- 
able.- : ‘4 


Valves and Fittings 

aly 

.Valvometal, S.p.a. (importer of brass 
and bronze ingots; manufacturer, ex- 
porter of taps, cocks, valves, and gate 
valves), Via Montevideo 19, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent valves and fittings of bronze, 
east iron, steel, stainless steel, and spe- 
cial alloys for industrial, plumbing, and 
heating plants. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive brochure and pricelist available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aeronautical Equipment 

Germany 

Mersch & Biebighaeuser (importer, 
Manufacturer’s agent, manufacturer of 
automobile parts, motorcycle, and bicy- 
cle accessories), 10 Kaempchenstrasse, 
Opladen/Rhid., wishes to purchase di- 
rect airplane parts and components, 


Agricultural Machinery 
Burma 


Shan Marketing Union, Ltd, (import- 
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ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
416-420 Mogul St., Rangoon, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
agricultural tractors as follows: Diesel, 
radiator cooled, 25-40 hp., wheel trae- 
tors and accessories; diesel, heavy-duty, 
caterpillar-type tractors, 30-80 hp. 


Automotive Equipment 
Burma 


Shan Marketing Union, Ltd. (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
416-420 Mogul St., Rangoon, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
automobile spare parts and accessories 
for all types of American automobiles 
and marine diesels. 


Italy 


Mario Mazzoni (sales agent), 116 Via 
Roma, Naples, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for automotive 
equipment, such as articles and prod- 
ucts pertaining to automobile chassis. 
Firm wishes to handle well-known U. S. 


products. : 
Automotive Vehicles 
Burma 


Shan Marketing Union, Ltd. (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
416-420 Mogul St., Rangoon, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
6-cylinder salon cars, modest price 
range. Also, 6-cylinder petrol engine, 
commercial vehicles, including light 
buses of 8-12 passengers; station wag- 
ons; pick-up light trucks; 15 cwt., 4- 
wheel drive, light truck; as well as 3- 
to 4-ton load capacity trucks, petrol, 


diesel, 6-cylinder, 6 tires. > 
Books 
Italy 

Libreria Aldo Lubrano (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer), 12 Via Pessina, 


Naples, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for newly published for- 
eign books. This firm, a book store, sup- 
plies books to many libraries in south- 
ern Italy. 


Clothing 
Thailand 


Ngow Hong Registered Ordinary 
Partnership (importing distributor), 61 
Behind Hoi Thien Lao Restaurant, Sua- 
pah Rd., Bangkok, wishes to purchase 
direct shirts, undershirts, underpants, 
socks, and stockings. 


Detergents 
France 


SOPROC (importer, manufacturer of 
micaceous iron oxide, distributor), 82 
rue Paradis, Marseille, Bouches-du- 
Rhone, wishes to purchase direct, and 
eventually act as general agent for 
chemical or cleansing products and de- 
tergents manufactured by U. S. firms. 


Feedstuffs 
Germany 


Fortin-Werke Walter Schumacher 
KG. (importer of oats, vetches, and 


~ 
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Small Business Circular 


Aid in Selling Abroad 


Exports of large amounts of in- 
dustrial commodities are regularly 
financed by the International Co- 
operation Administration (ICA) 
in connection with the Mutual 
Security Program. 

U. S. firms received ICA-fi- 
nanced orders, excluding special 
projects and agricultural surpluses, 
totaling more than $194 million 
for the year ended June 30, 1957. 

ICA issues Small Business cir- 
culars containing information on 
foreign private firms and gov- 
ernmental agencies in the market 
for ICA-financed goods and serv- 
ices, Interested firms and _ indi- 
viduals may obtain copies of these 
circulars by writing the Office of 
Small Business, International Co- 
operation Administration, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., and asking for a 
mailing list request form. 

ICA has 50 missions abroad, 
most of which maintain libraries 
of U. S. firms, catalogs, and price- 
lists. The addresses of these mis- 
sions may be obtained from the 
above-named office. 











pearl maize; manufacturer, exporter of 
oat flakes, oat grains, and groats), 3-9 
Kornhausstrasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to 
purchase direct Australian oats in 1,000- 
ton lots. 


Forest Products. 
Union of South Africa 

Ellwin Agencies (Pty.), Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s agent, importing wholesaler), 
P. O. Box 2574, Durban, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for 
Douglas fir (Oregon pine), and hard- 
wood, sawn timber or logs. 


Iron and Steel Products 
Italy 

Antonio Elia, Commercio Tubi, S.p.A. 
(importer of steel products; manufac- 
turer of iron sections; wholesaler of 
steel products and metals), 81 Vio Bo- 
logna, Naples, wishes to purchase direct 
mild steel sheets, also rejects. 


Notions 
Thailand 

Ngow Hong Registered Ordinary 
Partnership (importing distributor), 61 
Behind Hoi Thien Lao Restaurant, Sua- 
pah Rd., Bangkok, wishes to purchase 
direct notions, including zippers and 
sewing threads. 


Outboard Motors 
Burma - 


Shan Marketing Union, Ltd. (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
416-420 Mogul St., Rangoon, wishes to 
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purchase direct and seeks agency for 
outboard motors, 20 hp. and above, pe- 
trol driven. 


Pharmaceuticals 


Egypt 

Hennawi Establishments (I. M. El 
Hennawi & Sons) (importing distribu- 
tor, manufacturer’s agent), 49 Sharia 
Abdel Khalek Sarwat, P. O. Box 173, 
Cairo, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for pharmaceuticals, 


Prefabricated Structures 
Italy 

SICLEA (manufacturer of construc- 
tion materials), 12 Via Basile, Catania, 
wishes to purchase prefabricated struc- 
tures from U. S. manufacturers, such as 
wooden and lightweight metal houses, 
barns, garages, and factories, and is in- 
terested in representing U. S. manufac- 
turers in Sicily. 


Textiles 
Italy 


SLAI (Soe. Lavorazione Agricola In- 
dustriali) (manufacturer of nylon olive- 
oil filters; exporter), 69 Corso Vittorio 
Emanuele, Salerno, wishes to purchase 
direct 10,000 kg. nylon tow, 6115 denier 
fibers, at least 10-15 centimeters in 
length, for the manufacture of olive-oil 
filters. 


Tinplate 


Egypt 

Hennawi Establishments (I. M. El 
Hennawi & Sons) (importing distribu- 
tor, manufacturer’s agent), 49 Sharia 
Abdel Khalek Sarwat, P. O. Box 173, 
Cairo; wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for tinplate. 


Venetian Blinds 


Thailand 

Thai Phong Wathana Limited Part- 
nership (importing distributor), 290-2 
Nakorn Kasem Compound, New Rd., 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct 
flexible venetian blinds, 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Vehicles 
Greece 

P. Cazacos & Co. (manufacturer’s 
agent), 38a Tombazi St., Piraeus, wishes 
to obtain agency for trucks, passenger 
cars, and buses. 





Chemicals 
Venezuela 

Aguas Suaves S. A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), Edificio 
Pacifico, Calle Real de Sabana Grande, 
Aptdo. 10583, Caracas, seeks agency or 
distribution on a commission basis for 
chemicals for domestic and industrial 
water softening and treatment. 

H. Kern & Co. S.A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), Edifi- 
cio Kern, Avenida Principal Los Corti- 
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development . . . statistics . .. 
maps ... charts 


INVESTMENT IN NIGERIA 
Quantity @ $1, total 


order payable to Superintendent of Documents. 








. Enclose check or money 


Mail to Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washingten 25, D. C., or to nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office. 
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de Lourdes, Aptdo, 1567, Caracas, 
geeks agency or distribution for chemi- 
cals and pharmaceutical products. 


Clothing 
Dominican Republic 

Jose Felipe Beevers (commission 
agent dealing in general merchandise), 
Duarte 76, Puerto Plata, seeks agency 
for quality socks for men and children, 
and women’s nylon stockings. 


Containers 
Venezuela 

Exclusivas Oriol C.A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s representa- 
tive), Edificio Grupo Oriol, Avenida El 
Progreso, Las Acacias, Caracas, seeks 
agency or distribution for glass con- 
tainers. 

John P. Schwede (manufacturer’s 
agent), Edificio Vam, Oficina 23, Aven- 
ida Andres Bello, Aptdo. de] Este 5541, 
Caracas, seeks agency on a commission 
pasis for packing material, especially 
containers. 


Fats and Oils 
Dominican Republic 

Jose Felipe Beevers (commission 
agent dealing in general merchandise), 
Duarte 76, Puerto Plata, seeks agency 
for bear grease for soap production. 


Seeds 
France 

Etablissements Raymond Gosset (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter, importer), 
13 boulevard Rabatau, Marseille, B-d-R, 
seeks agency for France of a U. S. seed 
company for all types of seeds, including 


vegetable, fruit, flower, and medicinal 
seeds. 


Textiles 
Sweden 


HOLMTEX, Karin Holming (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 8 Vallgatan, Gote- 
borg C, seeks agency for good-quality 
piece goods, including cotton, rayon, 
nylon, woolen, and worsted. Descriptive 
literature and pricelists desired by firm 
as soon as possible. 


Water-Treatment Equipment 
Venezuela 

Aguas Suaves S. A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer's agent), Edificio 


Pacifico, Calle Real de Sabana Grande, 
Aptdo, 10583, Caracas, seeks agency or 


| distribution on a commission basis for 


equipment for domestic and industrial 
Water-softening and treatment. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











British Guiana 


Mohammed Mustapha Majeed, repre- 
senting Abdool Majeed &. Sons, Ltd., 
A-5, Water St., Georgetown, Demerara, 
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is interested in textiles, footwear, hosi- 
ery, hats, hardware, novelties, haber- 
dashery, groceries, and chick feed, and 
seeks technical information regarding 
footwear, underwear, and ribbons. Was 
scheduled to arrive January 20 via New 
York for a 2-month visit. U. S. address 
not given. Itinerary: Washington and 
adjacent cities. 


Germany 


Benno Crones, representing Impex 
GmbH, 11 Eduard Lucas Strasse, Essen; 
and Ansbacher Maschinen- u. Werk- 
zeugbau GmbH, 11 Weiserstrasse, Ans- 
bach, is interested in importing from 
the United States into Germany time- 
saving assembling tools, and in manu- 
facturing tools on a license basis from 
an American firm. He seeks technical 
information pertaining to market possi- 
bilities of his firm’s products, including 
wall-slitting cutters, bolt-setting tools, 
combined electric precussion and drilling 
tools, carbide-tipped drills for working 
in stone, and counterbores, stone drills, 
and dowel drills. Scheduled to arrive 
January 30 via New York for a 3--to 4- 
week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o U. S. Department 
of Commerce, 438 Federal Bldg., De- 
troit 26, Mich. Itinerary: Detroit and 
other large U. S. cities. 


Israel 


Baruch Goureviz, representing Kelet 
Afikim, Afikim, Jordan Valley (Doar 
Na, Emek Hayarden), is interested in 
purchasing modern equipment for com- 
munal kitchens, steam boilers, air con- 
ditioners, and ventilation equipment, 
and seeks technical information. Was 
scheduled to arrive January 20 via New 
York for a 2- to 3-month visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Israel Purchasing Service, 
Inc., Ampal House, 17 East Tist St., 
New York 21, N. Y. 

Eliemelech Perlman, representing M. 
Perlman, Ltd., 45 Jaffa Road, Tel Aviv, 
is interested in purchasing iron sheets 
and round iron for building; bulldozers 
and excavators; and trucks, 10 tons and 
over. Scheduled to arrive February 1 
via New York for a 3- to 4-month visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Richtman, 2020 
Avenue K, Brooklyn 10, Itinerary 
undetermined, 


Italy 


Giuseppe Pasqualini, representing 
Rosier, Industria Confezioni per Signora 
(manufacturer of women’s wearing ap- 
parel), Via F. Argellati 3, Milan, is in- 
terested in visiting plants manufacturing 
men’s and women’s outerwear. Was 
scheduled to arrive via New York for a 
2-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Jerry 
Gilden Specialties, Inc., 498 7th Ave., 
New York 18, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York. 


Union of South Africa 


W. O. Maclaren, representing Mac- 
laren, Davenport & Partners and Asso- 
ciates (consulting engineers and archi- 
tects), 5th Floor, Garlick House, Harri- 
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Bridge To Be Built 
In Dublin 


Participation by U. S. firms in 
the design and construction of a 
highway bridge in Dublin is in- 
vited by the Corporation of Dub- 
lin. 

The work comprises the design 
and struction of a bascule-type 
bridge, including foundations and 
ancillary work to replace an ex- 
isting swing bridge. The clear span 
is 34 feet, roadway width 60 feet, 
estimated cost $196,000. 

Firms wanting to be considered 
for the work Should submit a 
resume of their qualifications by 
February 28 to the City Manager, 
General Purpose Section, City 
Hall, Dublin. 











son St., Johannesburg, is scheduled to 
arrive in the U. S. about February 11 
for an extensive visit. He is interested 
in talking with American firms con- 
templating the establishment of branch 
plants in the Union of South Africa, 
and is prepared to answer questions 
concerning building and construction 
costs and other factors related to such 
an operation. 


Firms wishing to contact Mr. Mac- 
laren may address him in care of the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
where he plans to call about the middle 
of February.. 





Flour, Sugar... 


(Continued from page 14) 
til March 31 by the Development Board 
and Ministry of Development, Baghdad. 
Full information regarding this tender 
may be obtained from the Embassy of 
Iraq, 2135 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C. 


New Zealand 


Paper, various kinds, tender No. 1902; 
bids invited until February 10 by the 
Government Printing and Stationery 
Department, Private Bag, Government 
Buildings, P. O., Wellington. 

Specifications are available on loan 
from the New Zealand Trade Commis- 
sioner, 1145 19th Street NW., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. 


Uruguay 

Electrocardiographs, 4, tender No. 
1080; bids invited until February 25 by 
the Ministry of Public Health, Monte- 
video. 

Only individuals or firms legally es- 
tablished in Uruguay may participate 
in public bids. Others may enter bids 
through their Uruguayan agent or rep- 
resentative. Specifications in Spanish 
available.* 


is; 
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New BFC Publications 


The Bureau of Foreign Commerce has just published the following 
reports in the World Trade Information Service. Divided into three 


parts as indicated in the order form below, this Service offers valuable 
facts and figures gathered by the U. S. Foreign Service and issued in 
practical form by BFC for @pe use of businessmen. 

A checklist of all WTIS reports published to date was printed in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, January 20, 1958, pages S1-S18. 


[] Pharmaceutical Regulations of 
the Dominican Republic. WT/S, part 
2, No. 57-128. 4 pp. 10 cents. 


Discusses procedures for registration 
and analysis to be followed in order to 
obtain permission to import, sell, con- 
sume, advertise, store, distribute, manu- 
facture, or pack products’ covered by 
Dominican pharmaceutical regulations 
and produced, worked, packed, etc., 
abroad; lists fees. 

Explains special requirements regard- 
ing labeling, advertising, and selling. 
Itemizes restrictions applying to specific 
products and describes the authoriza- 
tions needed to handle narcotics. 
Touches briefly on price control and im- 
port duties and taxes. 


[] Foreign Trade of Norway, 1955- 
56. WTIS, part 3, No. 57-56. 4 pp. 
20 cents. 


This statistical summary reports some 
of the important aspects of Norway’s 
foreign trade. Annual statistics for total 
trade and trade with the United States 
for 1936 through 1938 and 1946 through 
1956 are given in table 1. Norway’s 
trade for the years 1955 and 1956, by 
principal countries and principal com- 
modities, is shown in tables 2 through 
6; principal items in trade with the 
United States are presented in tables 
7 and 8. 


[] Foreign Trade of Cuba, 1954- 
56. WTIS, part 3, No. 57-57. 4 pp. 
20 cents. 


Tabulates annual data for Cuba’s 
total trade and trade with the United 
States, 1936-38 and 1946-56 (table 1); 
Cuba’s exports and imports by principal 
countries and principal commodities, 
1954-56 (table 2) and 1954-55 (tables 3 
through 6); and Cuba’s principal items 
in trade with the United States, 1954- 
55 (tables 7 and 8). 


[] Trade of the United States With 
Australia and New Zealand, 1956, 
and Comparisons With 1952-55. 
WTIS, part 3, No. 57-53. 4 pp. 20 
cents, 


This statistical report on United 
States merchandise trade with Australia 
and New Zealand presents annual totals 
of exports, including reexports, and of 
general imports, as well as commodity 
data. 

This information includes Table 1.— 
United States Exports To and Imports 
From Australia and New Zealand, 1947- 
56; table 2.—United States Trade With 
Australia, by Commodity Groups and 
Principal Commodities, 1952-56; and 
table 3.—United States Trade With New 
Zealand, by Commodity Groups and 
Principal Commodities, 1952-56. 





7 
Part 4 of WTIS 


Discontinued 


Part 4, Utilities Abroad, wag 
dropped from the World Trade 
Information Service as of Janu. 
ary 1, 1958. Reports formerly is. 
sued in that part are now pub. 
lished in WTIS, Part 1, Economie 
Reports. 

Subscribers to part 1 will con- 
tinue to receive such information, 
by country, as annual reviews of 
developments in economic sectors; 
other reports presenting basic 
data on the economy; publications 
dealing with establishing busi- 
nesses abroad; and foreign laws 
and regulations affecting trade 
and investment. In addition, they 
will get reports, by country, on 
transportation—civil aviation, 
highways, railways, and shipping, 
shipbuilding, and port facilities— 
and on electric power. 

A subscription to part 1 may be 
entered at $6 on the order form 
appearing on this page. 











[] Foreign Trade of Brazil, 1955. 
56. WTIS, part 3, No. 57-55. 4 pp, 
20 cents. 


Gives a statistical summary of some 
of the important aspects of Brazil's for- 
eign trade. Annual statistics for total 
trade and trade with the United States 
for 1936 through 1938 and 1946 throug 
1956 are presented in table 1. Brazil's 


trade for 1955 and 1956, by principal 
countries and principal commodities, is 
shown in tables 2 through 6; principal 
items in trade with the United States 
are given in tables 7 and 8. 





< World Trade Information Service Order Form 
(} Crclosed 16 nn... .cscccsscs.. og a individual WTIS reports checked on the above list. 
Also enclosed is $............00:000 for which please { [] Part |—Economic Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign addres} 
enter my subscription for the following Part(s)4 [_] Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address 
of the WTIS. (] Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year ($7.50 to foreign addres 
SIT seathtiesghthepeiiicineibocipupicnpentetineinpecervemeectelsicnisgsechocasescectasemgoosligipi PACE casesstinesnrcssvcesccsescncers on 
I altel dashlntinnadticiptnencietameaheatitdaineetans~nageereseresenctestessientiionieinentitoe ZONE......00000s ae oo sevesescsnesscsessestipoecsnecesteeeem 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. $. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





French Visitors Want Montreal Firm Wants Licensor 


Foresteel Products, Ltd., Canadian manufacturer of sheet metal 
and plate work, is interested in the manufacture under license of any 
type of product in steel plate and light-gage sheet metal work up to 


Machinery License 


Messrs. Albert and Jacques Dubert, 
managers of the French firm, La Me- 
canique Halieutique (Etablissements 
Dubert), are scheduled to arrive in the 
United States March 1 for a week's 


yisit to interest U. S. firms in entering 
into a licensing arrangement for the 
manufacture and distribution in France 
of small precision machinery, tools, and 
accessories. “ 

The firm—manufacturer, exporter, 
and wholesaler of fishing equipment— 
indicates its facilities also could be 
readily adapted to the manufacture of 
scientific precision instruments, auto- 
mobile accessories, household equipment, 
office machines, and related products. 


The plant, located in Grisolles, Tarn- 
et-Garonne, covers an area of approxi- 
mately 1,600 square meters and has 
adequate space for further expansion. 
The factory is said to be fully equipped 
for the production or assembly of the 
products mentioned, The firm employs 
52 persons. 

Photographs and a list of the equip- 
ment utilized at the Grisolles plant are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D, C. Firms interested in meeting with 
the managers of the company are in- 
vited to address inquiries, before Feb- 
ruary 28, to Messrs. Albert and Jacques 
Dubert, c/o Park Sheraton Hotel, Sev- 
enth Avenue and 55th Street, New York 
City, or correspond direct with the 
managers, La Mecanique Halieutique 
(Etab. Dubert), Grisolles, Tarn-et-Ga- 
ronne, France. 





investment in 
MEXICO 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


» + A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


$1.25 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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one inch in thickness. 


Prepared to manufacture plate work in general, including stainless 


steel, the firm is particularly interested 
in truck bodies or trailers, bodies for 
highway construction equipment, and 
large pressure vessels. In addition, the 
firm would be receptive to U. S. invest- 
ment proposals and would consider sell- 


ing a 60-percent controlling interest in 
the company. 

Foresteel Products reportedly oper- 
ates three plants or assembly shops 
handling light-gage sheetmetal and 
plate work. Representative items in- 
clude smokestacks, boilers, warm-air 
oil heaters, low-pressure water heaters, 
stainless-steel vessels, materials-han- 
dling equipment, pressure vessels, gear 
guards, cabs for industrial shovels, etc. 


The company proposes a moderniza- 
tion program for its present plant, 
located at 2405 Ville Marie Street, 
Montreal. The firm is operating on a 
two-shift basis and the management 
considers that much more business 
could be handled if additional plant 
capacity were available. Foresteel is 
said to be well organized and to possess 
adequate technical and production fa- 
cilities for the proposed expansion. If 
planned programs are carried out gross 
business volume probably could be in- 


Office Building Offered 
For Sale in Melbourne 


A large office building is offered for 
immediate sale to a U. S. firm contem- 
plating the establishment of a branch 
office in Melbourne. 


The building, formerly occupied by 
the Argus newspaper, is located at the 
corner of La Trobe and Elizabeth 
Streets—the two major streets in Mel- 
bourne. The property consists of five 
floors constructed of steel, concrete, 
stone, and brick, and covers an area of 
approximately 117,000 square feet. The 
area formerly used as a printing press 
room could be advantageously utilized 
for other purposes, according to the real 
estate brokers. Adjacent land is said to 
be available for further expansion if 
required. 

A photograph of the building is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Wright Stephenson & 
Co., Ltd., Real Estate Brokers, 34 Queen 
Street, Melbourne, Australia. 








creased to $8 million to $10 million an- 
nually. 


Foresteel Products in January 1958 
will complete a new plant—located at 
Ledue Boulevard, Riviere des Prairies, 
Montreal—specializing in heavy plate 
work. Approximately 300 persons will 
be employed in the new plant, which 
reportedly covers 32,000 square feet of 
floor space located on 500,000 square 
feet of land. 


A list of the company’s machines as 
well as photographs showing the major 
items produced are available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Interested firms 
also are invited to correspond direct 
with Foresteel Products, Ltd., 2405 
Ville Marie Street, Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada. 


Nylon Plant To Be 

Set Up in India 

U. S. collaboration, primarily techni- 
cal, for the establishment in India of a 
nylon plant is sought by Nanubhai Jew- 


ellers, a jewelry firm in Bombay. 


The plant, to be established in or near 
Bombay, is expected to have a daily 
capacity of % to 2 long tons a day of 
15, 30, and 45 deniers. According to 
Nanubhai K. Jhaveri, promoter of the 
project, the new concern will be known 
as Nanubhai Industries Pvt., Ltd. 


A portion of the capital is said to be 
available from local sources. The firm 
is willing to offer a percentage of the 
equity capital of the project to the 
American collaborator. However, full 
agreement is open to further negotia- 
tion. 

The demand for nylon yarn reportedly 
warrants the establishment of such a 
project since, according to the firm, the 
only synthetic fibers produced in the 
country are multifilament rayon yarn 
and viscose staple fibers. The output of 
multifilament yarn is said to meet less 
than half the domestic requirements. 

American manufacturers of nylon 
yarn — polyamide fibers — interested in 
this investment opportunity are invited 
to correspond with Nanubhai Jewellers, 
115 Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bombay 1, 
India. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 








N. Ireland Investment 
Counselor in U. S. 


Lt. Col. J. V. Morrison, newly ap- 
pointed trade officer for Northern Ire- 
land, arrived in the United States Jan- 
uary 18, to assume his duties as coun- 
selor to U. S. firms and industrialists 
interested in locating a branch factory 
in Northern Ireland. 


In addition to the promotion of U. S. 
private investment in Northern Ireland, 
Col. Morrison also will act to stimulate 
an improvement in the general com- 
mercial relations between Northern Ire- 
land and the United States. 


As a part of its investment promo- 
tion program, the Times of London on 
December 9, 1957, issued a special sup- 
plement on Northern Ireland, which 
points up the incentives for capital in- 
vestment which the Northern Irish 
Government is prepared to offer the 
U. S. investor. 


A copy of this supplement is available 
upon request from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


An expansion of this promotional ac- 
tivity is planned by Col, Morrison, who 
will travel extensively in the United 
States, visiting various commercial cen- 
ters. 

Details concerning this program may 
be obtained upon request to Col. Morri- 
son, Northern Ireland Development 
Council, One Wall Street, New York, 
N. Y. 





Visitors From Queensland 
To Invite Investment 


Hon. K. G. Morris, Deputy Premier 
and Minister for Labor and Industry, 


and Leon Trout, Federal President of 
the Queensland, Australia, Associated 
Chambers of Commerce, are scheduled 
to arrive in the United States March 14, 
for a 3-week visit, as a part of State of 
Queensland’s program to attract new 
industries and U. S. investment capital 
to that area. 


Messrs. Morris and Trout will visit 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Houston, Chicago, Niagara Falls, and 
New York City, for discussions with 
businessmen in each of these cities on 
the investment possibilities which exist 
in Queensland. 

Firms or individuals interested in 
meeting the Deputy Premier and Mr. 
Trout are invited to submit their re- 
quests to the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices in the cities of the 
planned itinerary. 
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Johannesburg Clothier 
Seeks Collaboration 


Shaw Models (Pty.), Ltd, 
Johannesburg clothing manufac- 
turer, seeks U. S. collaboration for 
the manufacture in the Union of 
South Africa, on a franchise basis, 
of women’s apparel—dresses, coats, 
and costumes. 

The firm also indicates an inter- 
est in obtaining graded patterns 
for medium-priced dresses and 
everyday garments. The company 
points out that in the initial stages 
the operation will be on a small 
scale with a gradual increase in 
the manufacture of better-grade 
clothing. 

The plant, located in Johannes- 
burg, has been in operation for 40 
years, according to fhe South Af- 
rican firm. 

Interested companies are invited 
to correspond with Shaw Models 
(Pty.), Ltd. Louisa House, 149 
Pritchard Street, Johannesburg, 
Union of South Africa. 











French Electronics 
Firm Wants License 


Etablissements Paul Bouyer & Cie., 
French corporation specializing in the 
manufacture of electroacoustical, sound, 
and sound-control equipment, etc., for 
professional and other uses, wishes to 
enter into a licensing agreement with 
a U. S. firm for the manufacture and 
distribution in France and other Euro- 
pean countries of electronic equipment 
and devices and related lines. The direct 
sale of its products to U. S. distributors 
also is desired. 


The French concern, proposing to 
undertake an expansion program to 
effect mass production of its products, 
contemplates the construction of a new, 
modern plant to be fully equipped with 
all necessary machinery. At present 
Ets. Paul Bouyer employs 160 tech- 
nicians and skilled workers. 

A brochure, in French, describing the 
products manufactured by the firm, is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division; Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
parment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with J. P. Schoeler, manager 
of the firm, 5 rue Armand-Saintis, Mon- 
tauban, Tarn-et-Garonne, France. 





Canadian usings of unmanufactured 
tobacco during the first 9 months of 
1957 amounted tv 87.5 million pounds, 
5.7 million more than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1956, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service, 


i. 


Meatpacking Plant | 
Planned in Brazil 


Capital participation in the amount 
of approximately US$S200,000 is sought 
by the Brazilian firm, Fazenda Sui 
Ltd. (a Swiss farm) for the establish. 
ment of a meatpacking plant in Brazil, 


According to Arthur Hermann V 
partner in the firm, and owner of the 
Lord Hotel in Fortaleza, Fazenda Suis. 
sa wishes to expand its farmland op 
convert the property for the establish. 
ment of a meatpacking plant. The firm 
reportedly owns 5,000 hectares of lang 
near Caninda, Ceara—90 miles south. 
west of Fortaleza, capital of the State 


A partnership with a U. S. firm ex. 
perienced in the meatpacking field jg 
particularly desired by Fazenda Suissa; 
however, the company will consider, al- 
ternately, a loan to cover a period of 
10 years with guaranteed interest rates 
at 7 percent plus a share in the organi- 
zation’s profits. 

Fazenda Suissa, Ltd., hopes to start 
production in April 1958. The necessary 
buildings already have been constructed 
and equipped with water, sewage, pow- 
er, and electricity. A slaughterhouse, 
covering 110 square meters ingluding 
refrigeration chambers, is said to be 
available. The firm plans also to manu- 
facture bone and blood meal, ete. 

Land not required for factory opera- 
tions can be utilized for the cultivation 
of fruits, cotton, mandioca, forestry, cat- 
tle, poultry raising, or some mining op 
erations. Reserves of grenade, beryl, 
rutile, mica, etc., are said to be avail- 
able. 

Interested firms are invited to cor 
respond with Arthur Hermann Vogt, 
Lord Hotel, Fortaleza, Ceara, Brazil. 


Capital Sought To Develop 
Colombian Coal Deposits 


American interests are invited to 
finance and undertake the development 
of the Cerrejon and Palmarito coal de 
posits in the Department of Magdalene, 
65 miles inland from the coastal town 
of Riohacha, Colombia. An estimated 
investment of US$30 million is required 
for the industrialization of the mines. 

A survey of the mines which indicates 
the potential commercial value of the 
properties, availability of reserves, etc, 
was prepared in 1955 for the Institute 
de Fomento Industrial, IFI, a semiofi- 
cial Colombian organization. The IFL 
which holds exclusive exploitation rights, 
has only recently deeided to proceed 
with the commercial development of the 
deposits. 

Firms interested in the possible ex 
ploitation of these deposits are invited 
to submit their requests to the Invest 
ment Development Division, Bureat of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C 
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TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 
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Japanese Power Firm 
To Buy Unit in U. S. 


Kyushu Electric Power Co., Inc., of 
Japan has been authorized a $5-million 
credit by the Export-Import Bank of 
Washington to help it purchase a 156,- 
950-kilowatt steam electric generating 
unit and associated equipment from a 
y. S. manufacturer, 

Engineering services and supervision 
of construction will be supplied by a 
U, S. firm, as was done for earlier 
installations. 


To help meet Japan’s increasing 
demands for power, Kyushu has em- 
parked on a large construction program, 
In its new Karita station on the north- 
ern coast of the Island of Kyushu in the 
industrialized area east of the city of 
Fukuoka the company installed a 75,000- 
kilowatt thermal unit which has been in 

ration since January 1956. Two more 
units of 156,250 kilowatt each are sched- 
wled for service in the Karita station 
in March and October 1959. The second 
unit is being financed under an earlier 
$85 million Eximbank credit and the 
third will be financed under the new 
credit.—Export-Import Bank. 





Canadian Railway 


Rates Increased 


The Canadian Board of Transport 
Commissioners on December 27, 1957, 
authorized a 3.6 percent freight rate 
increase for the Canadian railways. 

Board officials, according to press re- 
ports, estimate the increase will yield 
the railways about $15 million a year, 
Canadian National Railways to receive 
approximately $8.7 million and Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway $6.3 million. 

The companies had asked for a 10 
percent increase to yield approximately 
$35 million a year. They applied for a 
15 percent increase in 1956 and were 
granted successive rises of 7 and 4 per- 
cent, the remaining 4 percent to be in 
abeyance. Two months ago they re- 
quested that the 4 percent be boosted 
to 10 percent because of the rise in 
costs since the original application was 
fled—U. S. Embassy, Ottawa. 





Prospects for producing a strain of 
timmer wheat suitable for growing in 
Rhodesia are quite promising, accord- 
ing to the wheat breeder of the Rhode- 
flan’ Ministry of Agriculture. Strains 

various countries have been 
tossed during the past 3 years to com- 
bine the best qualities of each. While 
testing of promising varieties is still 
under way, the Ministry expects to start 
Making selections in 1960 for commer- 
tal production—Foreign Agricultural 

Service. 


Jonuary 27, 1958 


Airlines Advance Summer Schedule 


Timetables for the 1958 summer tourist season in Europe will go 
into effect on April 1, instead of the middle of April as in previous 
years and will remain in effect until October 31, according to arrange- 
ments being made by member airlines of International Air Transport © 


Association. 

The plan of airlines operating in and 
through Europe to extend the peak 
travel season based on increased de- 
mand for their services over the past 
several seasons and follows recom- 
mendations of the European Tourist 
Commission and other tourist bodies. 


Introduction of European summer air 
travel timetables has heretofore coin- 
cided with the beginning of British 
Summer Time. This year the new sched- 
ules will go into effect at the same time 
as the seasonal changes in fares and 
rates for IATA’s TTaffic Conference. 
Airlines feel this coincidence will be of 
considerable help to tourist agents and 
the general public in determining ad- 
vance arrangements for travel and will 
simplify publication of tariff and traf- 
fic documents. 

Twenty percent more passenger seats 
will be available next summer over 
those of last year. Part of this increase 
may be attributed to introduction of a 
new economy-class service across the 
North Atlantic beginning April 1, sub- 
ject to Government approval. 


Helicopter Port Planned 
For Downtown Buenos Aires 


A plan for construction of a port 
under private auspices in the heart of 
the city of Buenos Aires on the roof of 
a 12-story building on the corner of 
Avenida Roque Saenz Pena and Aven- 
ida 9 de Julio opposite the Obelisk has 
been announced. 


Helicopters will operate from the 
port to Ezeiza Airport, the Aeroparque, 
La Plata, Tigre, Carmelo, Uruguay, and 
other points. 

It is said that the distance between 
the proposed helicopter airport and 
Ezeiza Airport can be covered in 15 min- 
utes, compared with 1 hour’s ride by 
car or bus. 


To help defray operating costs of the 
helicopter port, a large restaurant will 
be built on the floor below for use of 
passengers and the public in general. 
A maintenance shop for the helicopters 
will also be set up on this floor. 


It was also announced that part of 
the helicopter port, which will measure 
50 meters long by 35 meters wide, will 
be leased to other private companies 
operating helicopter service in the fu- 
ture, such as Aerovias La Plata, which 
plans to operate a helicopter service 
from the Province of Buenos Aires to 
the capital. 








Increased. capacity will also stem 
from the use of more modern ,equip- 
ment, including jets and other larger 
aircraft, as well as increased facilities 
for the European tourist trade. 

The decision to extend the European 
summer timetables was reached in 
Paris at the most recent of the two 
regular timetable coordination meetings 
attended by IATA member airlines 
operating in and through Europe. 


Néw Airport To Be 
Built Near Halifax 


A new international air terminal is 
to be built at Kelly Lake, 20 miles north 
of the city of Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

The new terminal, which will cost $4 
million, is part of a plan to develop 
Kelly Lake airport into one of Canada's 
largest. Already the Department of 
Transport has under construction two 
runways that will be capable of accom- 
modating the largest jet aircraft. 

Designed to handle the volume of air 
traffic expected in the next 10 years, 
the new building will offer’ the utmost 
in comfort and convenience for the 
traveling public, the airlines, and the 
Department of Transport’s operating 
staff. The structure will be 1,250 feet 
long and will permit expansion in any 
of its parts without interrupting daily 
operations. 

The hillside site chosen for the ter- 
minal will make it possible to lead an 
elevated approach road along the entire 
length of the building, wifich will per- 
mit incoming and outgoing passengers 
in cars or buses to reach the ticket 
lobby and waiting room through can- 
opied entrances. Fronting the building 
at a lower level will be a parking lot 
with escalators to the main floor of the 
terminal. 

On one side of the broad inside con- 
course airlines will have their ticket 
counters. A large waiting room will 
command a view of the airfield through 
its east wall, which will be entirely of 
glass. The building will be two stories 
high and will have a gallery around 
three sides. Airline space will be allo- 
cated so as to open directly to the air- 
craft parking apron. 

Incoming baggage will be conveyed 
into the terminal mechanically and cir- 
culation of passengers arranged to avoid 
conflict between incoming and outgoing 
traffic. . 

The Halifax Terminal Building is ex- 
pected to be completed by late 1959. 
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Rising Prices... 
(Continued from page §) 

the January 1956 level; despite in- 
creases in the average scheduled work- 
week (1 hour), in industrial production 
(20 percent) and in employment (5 
percent) in the same period. As family 
allowances (except for minor increases 
in the provinces) remained stable, the 
average purchasing power of a married 
worker with dependent wife and chil- 
dren was lower than in early 1956. 


W age-Adjustmenht Timing Important 

It is difficult to predict whether the 
foregoing procedure for absorbing ex- 
cessive purchasing power by inflation 
will prove successful, The problem of 
timing with regard to inevitable wage 
adjustments is all important. Thus, 
while gas, electricity and railroad work- 
ers obtained wage increases of about 
5 percent in November, the Government, 
in a compromise solution, agreed to in- 
crease civil servants’ pay progressively 
to about 5 percent by May 1958 and 
to 10 percent by November 1958. Family 
allowances were increased by 5 percent 
effective January 1, 1958. 

The rise in the 179-article consumer 
price index entailed a 4-percent increase 
in the minimum wage effective January 


1, and another increase is more than 
likely to be required by March 1. Much 
will depend, of course, on the extent 
to which pressure from labor for higher 
wages to keep up with rising prices will 
be resisted by employers. 

With restrictions on raw-material im- 
ports and on credit making themselves 
felt, observers are already starting to 
scan the horizan for the first signs of 
slackening in industrial expansion and 
in the tight labor market. If this 
should occur labor’s bargaining power 
will become less strong and employers 
presumably will be less ready to grant 
wage increases as their orders fall off. 


The first sign in this direction may 
be the recent rise in the number of 
unfilled requests for jobs which, al- 
though still below the 1956 level in 
absolute numbers, rose from 62,000 in 
September to 76,000 in November 1957, 
as compared with 83,000 to 86,000 from 
September to November 1956. It has 
reportedly become easier for employers 
to find unskilled labor in the Paris 
region, and only skilled labor has con- 
tinued to be scarce. 


Foreign-Trade Balance Maintained 


France’s viSible foreign-trade baiance 
in November maintained the improve- 


ment registered in October, a 

to preliminary estimates. In fact, the 
dollar equivalent of France’s 

deficit with foreign countries declineg 
from $123 million in August to $3 
in September, to $40 in October ang 
to less than $30 (estimate) in Novem. 
ber. November imports from the over. 
sea franc area showed a 15-percent in. 
crease over October to the equivalent 
of $121 million, probably reflecting 
French efforts to replace as much ag 
possible of its raw-material imports by 
shipments from the franc area. 


The French European Payments Up. 
fon deficit for November amounted to 
the relatively low figure of $30 mi 
as compared with $39 million in October, 
$30 million in September, and $48 mil- 
lion in August. It was estimated that 
because of the improvement in the 
foreign trade and EPU balances and 
also as a result of “dollar ratissage,” 
recently decreed in addition to ratissage 
of EPU currencies, France would be 
able to meet its foreign exchange com- 
mitments through January 15, By that 
date, the French had hoped that an 
agreement could be worked out for 
additional credits from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund.—U. S. Embassy, 
Paris. 
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_TRAVEL NOTES 
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The Dominican Republic showed a de- 
dine in both tourist income and num- 
per of visitors in the first 10 months of 
1957, compared with the like period of 
the preceding year, according to figures 

by the Direccion General de 
Turisimo in Ciudad Trujillo. 

In 1957, 36,000 visitors spent $4.3 mil- 
jion during an average stay of 3.5 days, 
while in 1956, 38,000 visitors spent $6.2 
million during an average stay of 5.9 
days—U. S. Embassy, Ciudad Trujillo. 





Ireland has raised its basic tourist 
travel allowance from £75 to £100; chil- 
dren under 12 are allowed £70. The al- 
lowance for motorcars is now £35, and 
for motorcycles £15, for each journey 
outside Ireland (1£—US$2.80). 

These allowances apply to all coun- 
tries outside of the sterling area. In- 
creases, according to an official state- 
ment, have been made in line with the 
Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation policy of liberalizing inter- 
national payments.——-U, S. Embassy, 
Dublin. 





A “Festival of Wales” will open in 
Cardiff on May 3. Some 200 events are 
planned, including athletic games, rural 
music festivals and agricultural shows, 
in an effort to attract tourists. 


The Welsh Tourist and Holiday Board, 
which conceived the idea of the Festi- 
val, has persuaded various communi- 
ties throughout Wales to sponsor events 
with an attraction to tourists. The Fes- 
tival will continue through October and 
will feature the Sixth British Empire 





German Exports... 


(Continued from page 4) 


lack of productivity reserves in a num: 
ber of industries. 


Inflation and stability of the cur- 
tency were of concern to all those who 
reviewed the economic stituation. The 
Minister for Economics did not antici- 
pate that rising prices would become a 
problem because of increased private 
savings and growing competition in 
domestic and foreign markets. The Min- 
ister stated that the Government in- 
tends to extend tariff reductions and 
to implement the new cartel legislation 
to prevent price increases. (See item on 

tariff reductions in “Foreign 
— Actions”).—U. S. Embassy, 


donuary 27, 1958 


and Commonwealth Games, first of 
which will take place July 18-26.—U. S. 
Consulate, Cardiff. 





Italy’s total number of visitors in the 
first 9 months of 1957 increased 15.3 
percent, and U. S. visitors to that 
country increased by 9.4 percent, the 
Italian National Tourist Agency in 
Rome reports. 

The heaviest travel volume occurred 
in August. The number of persons visit- 
ing Italy during the 1957 period totaled 
12,778,701, of which 633,063 were re- 
ported to be from the United States.— 
U. S. Embassy, Rome. 





Tunisia Enlarges Its 
Hotel Facilities 


A plan of improved hotel accommo- 
dations and facilities in Tunisia is 
gradually being carried out, financed 
jointly by the Government and private 
interests. 

Three small hotels have been built in 
El-Djafou, Hammamet, and Monastir 
with a total of 40 rooms, which brings 
the number of available hotel rooms in 
Tunisia up to 2,481. In addition, small 
hotels are planned at Gabes, Djerba, 
Mahdia, Tozeur, Maktar, and other tour- 
ist centers. 

The Tunisian Government, through 
its National Travel Office established 
1 year ago, is sponsoring a study of 
its tourist problems by a team of ex- 
perts from Brazil and another by a 
team from Switzerland. When these re- 
ports are completed, definite plans can 
be made to promote tourism both by 
the Government and by the Syndicates 
of Initiative—nonprofit organizations 
run by local trade interests—with a 
small Government subsidy. 

Nonresident visitors to Tunisia were 
reported officially at 53,769 in the first 
8 months of 1957. The figure was 54,102 
for the full year 1956—U. S. Embassy, 
Tunis. 





South Viet-Nam’s export goal for rice 
in 1958 is set at 250,000 metrie tons, 
according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. This amount includes milled 
rice and all grades of broken rice. 


Promotion of Tourism 
Planned by Glasgow 


The Glasgow City Corporation has 
approved a plan to spend several thou- 
sand pounds toward further publicizing 
Glasgow as a tourist center with finan- 
cial and other support of the Scottish 
Tourist Board and the British Travel 
and Holiday Association. 


Stopovers in Glasgow are being en- 
couraged as a headquarters for a few 
days’ visit to the Western Highlands, 
Loch Lomond, the Trossachs, and places 
of historical interest in the vicinity of 
Glasgow, including the famous art gal- 
Jeries, libraries, parks, and golf courses. 
Steps are being taken to publicize fur- 
ther these important transactions. 


Transportation facilities are sufficient 
for pilgrimages to the outlying areas, 
but first-class hotel facilities apparently 
are needed. In 1956 a survey of the 84 
so-called hotels in the Glasgow area in- 
dicated that over 30,000 Americans, 15,- 
000 Canadians, 60,000 from other Com- 
monwealth areas, and 20,000 from other 
countries visited Glasgow. 


The only hotel considered comparable 
to second- or third-class hotels by U. S. 
Standards is the Central Hotel, built 
over 100 years ago and consisting of 200 
rooms, 50 of which now have private 
baths.—U. S. Consulate General, Glas- 
gow. 





Construction of New Hotel 
In Tripoli Begins Soon 


The Figli di B. Miscerghi firm of 
Tripoli plans to begin construction of 
a modern style 400-room. hotel in Trip- 
oli, Libya, within the next few months. 

An Italian architect already has com- 
pleted the plans, and engineers from 
Italy will be brought in to supervise 
the construction and installation of air- 
conditioning and other modern facil- 
ities. 

Construction of this hotel should give 
Tripoli a better chance to attract tour- 
ists and motion-picture producing com- 
panies, since the city suffers from a 
lack of desirable hotel accommodations. 
—U. S. Embassy, Tripoli. 
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Argentina Moves... 
(Continued from page 6) 


stantial subsidies on domestic manu- 
factures for protection and promotion of 
local industry. -At least one important 
American manufacturer, which had 
earlier announced its desire to invest 
some US$5 million in a tractor plant 
“in Argentina, presumably will now put 
into effect its investment proposal. 
Further developments in the expro- 
priation measures taken by the provi- 
sional government against the two big 
foreign electric-power “companies in 
Buenos Aires, Cia. Argentina de Elec- 
tricidad (CADE) and Cia. Italo-Argen- 
tina de Electricidad (ITALO) kept the 
power situation before the public. The 
first-named company secured the issu- 
ance of a restraint order on November 
11 by a civil court of the Municipality 
of Buenos Aires ordering the Govern- 
ment authorities to abstain from any 
acts of intervention in the affairs of 
CADE until the Argentine courts should 
rule on the validity of its 1936 con- 
cession which, the Government had 


charged, has been secured through 
fraudulent means. 
Bonds Offered for Public Sale 

The state oil agency, Yacimientos 


Petroliferos Fiscales (YPF), announced 
that beginning December 13 it would 
offer bonds for public sale to finance 
part of YPF’s expansion program, The 
peso cost of its expansion program, 
designed to double the country’s petro- 
leum production, is 6,200 million pesos; 
foreign exchange costs are calculated at 
several hundred million dollars. 

In connection with its joining the 
Paris Club, the provisional government 


likewise issued a decree authorizing an 
out-of-court settlement for the pro- 
perties expropriated in 1945 from the 
British-owned Primitiva Gas Co. of 
Buenos Aires. Payment was fixed at 
£2.6 million to be delivered within a 10- 
month period. 

The general agricultural and livestock 
situation improved considerably in No- 
vember. 


Rising Living Costs Slowed 

Although it is still eariy to judge the 
effectiveness of the Government’s cam- 
paign to halt the rise in living costs, 
the slower rise shown by the November 
index indicates that the campaign is 
being temporarily effective. According 
to a generally reliable Buenos Aires 
economic journal, living costs in the 
middle of November were up 0.2 per- 
cent from the preceding month, com- 
pared with a rise of 2.2 percent from 
September to October, and 4.8 percent 
from August to September, The index 
(1955=100) for November was calcu- 
lated at 156, compared with 155.7 for 
October, and represents a rise of 30 
percent from November 1956. 

Argentina plans to open a _ tourist 
office in New York City, possibly begin- 
ning in February, to attract American 
tourists. Argentina also has submitted 
proposals to other Latin American coun- 
tries to set up a Latin American tour- 
ism and trade information center in 
New York to be know as Casa Ameri- 
ca Latina. 

A contract was signed between the 
Ministry of Aeronautics and Pan Ameri- 
can Grace Airways for the installation 
of a chain of seven Visual Omni-Range 
(VOR) air navigation stations along 
Panagra’s route from Chile to Buenos 
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es 


Aires. Panagra will purchase, install, and 
maintain the equipment for 2 years, 
after which the Argentine Government 
will operate the facilities. Argenting 
will reimburse Panagra over a period 
of 5 years. This installation will initiate 
modernization of communication facili. 
ties for air navigation in Argentina— 
U. S. Embassy, Buenos Aires, 


Bolivian President's . .. 
(Continued from page 7) 

the situation. Meanwhile, the factory 

continued operating as a result of a 


promised Government loan of 700 mil- 
lion bolivianos. 





Santa Cruz Area 
More Prosperous 

A period of relative prosperity and 
optimism has prevailed in the towns of 
Santa Cruz, Robore, and Montero since 
the completion of the road from Santa 
Cruz to Guabira, via Montero. This 
area, which is the center of the Santa 
Cruz sugar industry, is benefitted by 
the lowering of transportation costs 
over the improved highway. 

Four important sugar mills are lo. 
cated in the area, including the Govern. 
ment-owned mill at Guabira, and the 
privately owned La Esperanza, La 
Belgica, and San Aurelio, the last of 
which went into operation in Santa 
Cruz on September 25, 1957, 


Oruro-lquique Highway 
Under Consideration 


Conferences in Bolivia and Chile were 
to be held in January 1958, on the pro- 
posed construction of a 465-kilometer 
highway from Oruro to the port of 
Iquique, Chile. Such a road, it is be- 
lieved, would vastly 
tural development and cattle breeding 
in the region and would facilitate the 
export of mineral products, The motor 
trip from Oruro to Iquique would take 
from 6 to 10 hours, it is estimated, 
whereas the railway trip between Oruro 
and Antofagasta, Chile, takes 25 hours. 
Iquique has modern port facilities, 
which permit the ships to tie up next 
to the pier. 


Yacuiba-Santa Cruz 
Railway Opened 

The Presidents of Argentina and Bo 
livia jointly opened the Yacuiba—Santa 
Cruz Railway on December 19. The 
railway was built with Argentine funds 
on a loan basis, as a result of a 191 
agreement between the two countries. 
It connects at the Bolivian-Argentine 
border with the General Belgrano Rail- 
way in Argentina. The railway ig not 
completely finished. 

Bridges over the Parapeti, Rio 
Grande, and Florida Rivers are still 
lacking, as are also freight and passen- 
ger stations, workshops, and telegraph 
lines, on all of which work is proceeding. 
Service from Yacuiba as far as Boyuibe 
has been in operation for some time— 
U.-S. Embassy, La Paz. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Swiss Exhibit Promotes Vienna Fall Trade Fair Produces 
Woodworking Machinery Good Commercial Activity 


The first HOLZ International Trade 
Fair for Woodworking, an exhibition of 
domestic and imported woodworking 
machinery and allied articles at Basel, 
Switzerland, September 28-October 6, 


- met With high interest despite the little 


advance publicity and is generally be- 
jieved to have afforded an excellent 
means of promoting in Switzerland 
products of the woodworking industries 
of foreign countries. 

Three halls of the Swiss Industries 
Fair buildings, which housed the show, 

ided 7,500 square meters of avail- 
able exhibit space; 3,600 square meters 
were actually occupied. 

With the exception of 1 exhibitor—a 
German concern—all 86 participants 
were Swiss selling agents of foreign 
manufacturers, Of these, 52 presented 
lines of woodworking tools and machin- 
ery, and the remainder represented 
various affiliated trades. 

Products of 26 U. S. manufacturers 
were shown and included portable and 
bench saws and drills, floor-surfacing 
equipment, wall anchors, boring ma- 
chines, nailing machines, industrial ad- 
hesives, and electric and hard tools. 
Total attendance was estimated at 16,000 
visitors. 

Some U. S. Firms Report 
large Volume of Business 


Some exhibitors representing U. S. 


| firms reported that business results ex- 


ceeded all expectations, while others 
maintained that Amercan products could 
fot meet the price of the European 
manufactures. The high quality of the 
American equipment, however, was 
acknowledged by all. 

The event was sponsored entirely by 
Swiss private initiative, in particular by 
& cooperative society representing the 
woodworking industry which was found- 
ed especially for the purpose of operat- 
ing the fair. Originally, it was planned 
to repeat the event only every 3 years, 
but in view of the high interest received 
tnd the promising business prospects 
developed requests were made of the 
Management to undertake the fair on a 
biennial basis, although no decision has 

reported. It is planned, however, 
to increase the publicity for the next 
hibition, particularly in neighboring 
countries, to attract larger attendance 
by businessmen from the woodworking 
machinery and tools industries. 
s of the official catalog of the 
Woodworking Fair, printed in 
German, French, and Italian only, are 
Wailable on loan from the Trade De- 
Wlopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
rece, Washington 25, D. C.—U. S. 
Consulate, Basel. 
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Most of the commercial exhibitors in 25 different business sectors 
of the 1957 Fall Trade Fair held at Vienna, Austria, September 8-15, 
report absolutely satisfactory business results, according to the fair 


management. 


Demand was particularly active for consumer items, with exhibitors 
of sports goods, shoes and shoe fittings, toys, sewing machines, radios, 
and television sets reporting domestic sales better than in the fall of 
1956. Export orders were especially high among exhibitors of leather 
goods, household and kitchen equipment, and machinery and. tools. 


Sales of capital goods were reported 
to have held up despite financing and 
credit problems. By the end of the fair, 
several Austrian machinery manufac- 
turers were accepting orders only on 
conditions of delayed delivery, while 
other exhibitors, less successful in ob- 
taining orders, were expecting a num- 
ber of the inquiries which they did re- 
ceive to develop into future business. 


Total exhibitor participation rose to 
3,534 from 3,477 in 1956. As in previous 
years, practically the entire range of 
Austrian production was represented at 
the fair by 2,715 domestic participants. 
Moreover, high international interest 
was reflected by collective exhibits from 
17 different countries and by the display 
of the product and services of 1,417 
foreign concerns, 

The United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion occupied their own pavilions, and, as 
in the past, Great Britain rented a small 
exhibition hall, All other national ex- 
hibits were mounted in the Hall of Na- 
tions, a 330-meters long, canvas-roofed 
building. Altogether, 24 foreign coun- 
tries were represented by the collective 
and commercial displays, with Canada 
and Spain participating for the first 
time. 

The official U. S. exhibit, presented 
under the theme “America Builds,” was 
designed to show American construction 
methods, samples of architecture, typi- 
cal modern apartments, and the use of 
modern tools. Included were still models 
and photographic displays, regular size 
apartment and housing units, an apart- 
ment under construction, demonstra- 
tions of tools and gadgets, and other 
related features, 


Trade Mission Staffs Center 


In conjunction with the American 
central display, a 4-man U. S. Trade 
Mission was on hand to discuss trade 
matters with Austrian and other foreign 
business visitors at a Trade Informa- 
tion Center located in the U. S. pavilion. 

The mission was headed by Paul H. 
Brent, Director of the Business Rela- 
tions Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, and included a department store 
executive, Jack L. Goldsmith of Mem- 
phis, Tenn.; Frank E, Booth, president 





of a California engineering firm; and 
Donald Greenaway, director of the 
School of Hotel @nd Restaurant Man- 
agement, Michigan State University. 
Also attached to the mission during the 
fair period were Stefan Neumann of the 
U. S.-Austrian Chamber of Commerce 
and a representative of the U. S. Cus- 
toms Service Office in Frankfurt. A re- 
*port of the Trade Mission’s activities 
appeared in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
December 30, 1957, page 14. 

In addition to the American firms 
represented by the display of their prod- 
ucts in the official U. S. exhibit, some 
90 participated commercially through 
their local distributors. These agents 
displayed a wide Variety of U. S.-pro- 
duced goods, including perfumes, cos- 
metics, and pharmaceuticals; canned 
foods and food-processing machinery; 
office machines and equipment. 


Refrigerators and freezers; lubricants; 
oil burners and stoves; marine engines; 
floor slabs and veneer woods; precision 
tools and optical goods; coin-operated 
phonographs;. microfilm equipment; sew- 
ing machines; cash registers; hand and 
electric tools; fountain pens; electrie 
clocks; commercial] laundry equipment; 
and farm machinery and equipment. 


2 New Shows Successful 


Most of the special exhibits featured 
at the fair were continued from pre- 
vious years. A fur show and a fashion 
display of rayon staple fiber fabrics were 
two new presentations that met with 
much success. However, two other spe- 
cial exhibits, a selection of hunting 
rifles and a group of Austrian high-bred 
work horses, attracted only relatively 
few visitors and prospective buyers. 

For the first time in Austria, 18 lead- 
ing producers of wrapping and pack- 
aging materials organized a collective 
showing of new products and methods. 
Items exhibited included wrapping 
paper, cardboard, glassine paper, plastic 
and metal foils, glass, tinsheet, contain- 
ers, packaging-and wrapping machines 
and equipment, adhesive papers and 
tapes. The Federal Chamber of Com- 
merce sponsored an information booth 

(Continued on page 28) 
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TRADE FAIR 


BRIEFS 





The Council of Burma Industries is 


to begin planning next month for an 
international trade fair in Rangoon 
tentatively scheduled in February or 
March of 1959. All countries will be 
invited to participate in this exhibition. 
—U. S. Embassy, Rangoon. 





Advance reports concerning the Inter- 
national Atom for Peace Exhibition, to 
be held at the Palais des Expositions, 
Geneva, Switzerland, September 1-14, 
indicate that France, Great Britain, the 
Soviet Union, the Usted States, and 
West Germany plan to participate. 
These entries should assure*that the 
1958 exposition will at least equal the 
successful atomic fair staged in Geneva 
in 1955. 

The forthcoming fair will be spon- 
sored by the L’Atome Pour la Paix, a 
foundation recently established to or- 
ganize and hold periodically at Geneva 
an international exhibition on the peace- 
ful uses of atomic energy and to assure 
the financing, development, and admin- 
istration of such an event.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Bern. 





A record 248,932 visitors attended the 
Fifth International Handicrafts and Do- 
It-Yourself Exhibition, held at Earls 
Court, London, September 19-28, 1957. 
Those attending included buyers from 
throughout Great Britain and from a 
number of foreign countries. Exhibitors 
reported satisfactory sales both to the 
public and to the trade. 


The 1958 exhibition is scheduled for 
September 4-19 and will occupy three 
floors of the Empire Hall, Olympia, 
London. The exhibit section for foreign 
products will be on the center floor. 


Additional information concerning the 
forthcoming event, to include a bro- 
chure and floor plans, is available from 
Mr. W. Leah, Organizer, International 
Handicrafts and Do-It-Yourself Exhibi- 
tion, Link House, Store Street, London 
W.C.l, England.—U. S. Embassy, Lon- 

_f0n. 





The Eighth Federal Trade Exhibition 
of the Hotel and Restaurant Industry 
was held at Munich, Germany, Septem- 
ber 26-October 10,1957. The show was 
housed in 9 permanent buildings at the 
Municipal Exhibition Park and attracted 
about 300,000 visitors. 

Some 450 exhibitors displayed such 
items as restaurant kitchen equipment, 
table flatware, refrigerators, glassware, 
coffee machines, floor coverings, laundry 
equipment, hotel furniture, foods, bev- 
erages and related goods. As many of 
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the smaller restaurants in West Ger- 
many are, at best, marginal enterprises, 
the time and labor saving features of 
the products exhibited attracted cofi- 
siderable attention. 

The next exhibition will be held in 
Munich in the fall of 1960.—U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Munich. 


Hydrocarbon, Methane Gas 
Expositions Held in Italy 


The Second International Hydrocar- 
bon Exposition and the Sixth National 


Methane Gas Exposition, held jointly 
September 12-22, 1957, at Piacenza, 
Italy, are described by the U. S. Con- 
sulate General at Milan as media pri- 
marily for advertising and building up 
goodwill for the petroleum industry 
with the general public. 


The value of these exhibitions for pro- 
motion or expansion of American for- 
eign trade is limited because the num- 
ber of potential customers in Italy for 
U. S. petroleum equipment is not large 
and the three principal firms engaged 
in petroleum research and development 
on the mainland of Italy already are 
well aware of the American products 
available to them. Nevertheless, a total 
of 125 exhibitors participated, 29 of 
whom were foreign concerns from 
France, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and West Germany. 


Products of 10 American firms were 
presented by their local Italian agents, 
and one U. S. concern, Western Geo- 
physical Co. International, Los Angeles, 
participated through its Milan branch 
office. Among the domestic and foreign 
items displayed were refinery equipment, 
prospecting and geophysical devices, 
machinery for oil extraction, measuring 
and regulatory instruments, and secu- 
rity and protection equipment. 


Attendance was estimated by the 
sponsors at about 14,000, some 3,000 of 
whom were foreign vistors. The authori- 
ties also reported attendance by dele- 
gations from 23 foreign countries.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Milan, 








St. Louis Welding 
Show Set for April 


The Sixth Welding Show will be 
staged as a 3-day event at the Kie] 
Auditorium, St. Louis, Mo., April 15-17, 
in conjunction with the annual spring 
meeting of the American Welding So. 
ciety. 

About 115 exhibitors will occupy 33,. 
664 square feet of exhibit space, the 
maximum area available in the audi- 
torium for a show at which open flames 
are used to demonstrate actual weld- 
ing devices and techniques. This par- 
ticipation will exceed the previous rec. 
ord set when the show was produced in 
Philadelphia. Although St. Louis is the 
eighth largest city in this country, no 
exposition devoted to welding has ever 
been held there. 

The related 5-day technical sessions 
of the Society will be presented at the 
Hotel Statler, April 14-18. A total of 
21 meetings, four of which will be co- 
sponsored by the metals engineering 
division of the American Society of 
Mechnical Engineers, will be held to 
deal with various aspects of welding. 
Among the topics to be discussed are 
the mating of structural properties 
with design, the strength of welds, de- 
sign and materials for low tempera- 
ture applications, and casting weld- 
ments. 

Requests for additional information 
may be directed to the American Weld- 
ing Society, 33 West 39th Street, New 
York 18, N. Y. 





Vienna Fall... 
(Continued from page 27 


where technicians offered advice on 
packing and packaging problems, 


Attendance Set at 650,000 


The fair was open to the public 
throughout its 8-day term and, with 
few exceptions, all admittance was paid. 
Total attendance was estimated by the 
fair management at 650,000, including 
foreign vistors from 64 countries. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
Vienna Fall Trade Fair are available on 
loan from the Trade Development Divyi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
#5, D. C. 

The next international trade fair in 
Vienna will be held March 8-16.—U. S. 
Embassy, Vienna, 

Output of cigarettes by the French 
Tobacco Monopoly during the first 9 
months of 1957 totaled 69 million 
pounds—up 5.7 percent from the 653 
million produced in January-September 
1956, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

Production of cut tobacco amounted 
to 31.6 million pounds, compared with 
the January-September 1956 level of 
25.7 million, 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Brazilian Firms To Buy 
Production Equipment 


A Brazilian project, an important part 
of the country’s program to establish an 
automotive industry, is being supported 
by two credits totaling $6.9 million, the 
Export-Import Bank of Washington has 
announced. 

Two Brazilian concerns will use the 
credit to acquire production equipment 
in the United States to build front and 
rear axles for trucks. The axle project 
js a joint undertaking by a leading 


| Brazilian steel foundry, Cia. Brasileira 


de Material Ferroviario (COBRASMA) 
and a leading U. S. manufacturer of 
automotive parts, Rockwell Spring & 
Axle Co. of Coraopolis, Pa., producer of 
Timken axles. 


Forging operations will be the re- 
sponsibility of COBRASMA, an existing 
company, while machining operations 
will be conducted in an adjoining plant 
by a new company being established 
under the name of Cobrasma-Rockwell 
Eixos, S. A. (EIXOS). 

Rockwell Spring & Axle Co. will be 
licensor to both Brazilian companies and 
in addition will have an equity in 
EIXOS. 


Target of 60,000 Trucks by 1961 


Brazil now is establishing a domestic 
qitomotive manufacturing industry. The 
frst phase of this program involves a 
production target of 60,000 or more 
tucks by 1961. Large investments in 
this field also are being made by Ford 
Motor Co., General Motors Corp., and 


| Willys-Overland Motors Corp. 


Ford and General Motors have agreed 
to use the same axle designs for similar 
capacity trucks instead of adhering to 
distinct specifications of their own. This 
slandardization will simplify problems 
involved in making axles in Brazil. 

To assist in this program, Eximbank’s 
Board of Directors authorized a credit 
$1.6 million in favor of COBRASMA 
amd a credit of $5.3 million in favor of 
EIXOS. 


COBRASMA commenced operations 
in the field of railway-car assembly in 
M6, and inaugurated its large modern 
steel foundry in 1948. It is still Brazil’s 
mly producer of a number of railway- 
tar components, such as automatic 
couplers, draft gear, railway truck side 
frames and parts. 








COBRASMA is a licensee of Ameri- 
tan Steel Foundries, which designed its 
plant and supplies technical advice and 


| Sipervision and has a stock interest in 


COBRASMA. COBRASMA’s foundr y 
id forging and railroad car-shop facili- 
ties are located at Asasco, an industrial 
uuburb of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
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British Push Ahead in Photo Exports 


British exports of photographic products continued to increase in 


the first 9 months of 1957. 


Foreign shipments totaled £12,171,862 (£1—US$2.80), compared 
with £10,563,361 for the like period of 1956, an increase of 15.2 percent, 
according to the Business and Defense Services Administration, U. S, 


Department of Commerce. 

Foreign sales of box cameras declined 
further in the first 9 months of 1957. 
Exports totaled 277,934 cameras, valued 
at £228,163, down 16.9 percent in quan- 
tity and 15.5 percent in value. Foreign 
shipments of other cameras, including 


_ motion-picture, while declining in num- 


ber, increased in value from £440,102 to 
£616,440, or 40.1 percent. 

Sensitized photographic paper, all 
types, continued to decline but this loss 
was more than made up by increased 
exports of photographic and motion- 
picture lenses and appliances. 





Sensitized still photographic film, in- 
cluding roll and X-ray, shipped abroad 
in the first 3 quarters of 1957 was 
valued at £4,183,091, compared with 
£3,446,997 in the like period of 1956. 
Motion-picture film exports in the first 
9 months of 1957 amounted to £1,955,- 
421, a 30.4-percent increase over the 
corresponding period of 1956. 

British exports of photographic prod- 
ucts for the first 9 months of 1956 and 


1957 are shown in the accompanying 
table. 


British Exports of Photographic Products, 
First 9 Months of 1956 and 1957 


{In pounds sterling] 





1956 1957 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 

Box cameras ... AED ARLES... ...number... ae 539 269,932 277,934 228,163 
Other cameras, including CiMC ooo. esssee e...detx 049 440,102 24,534 616,440 
Cine projectors other than standard gage, 35-mm. do.......... . 389 527,171 9,107 626,460 
All other cine and other projection apparatus 

and cine sound producing apparatus ................... Gena 6,385 - 226,557 7,554 218,169 
Other cine appliances and parts, 1.6.8. ............ccccccsssccscecserssarscenees — sevensensoes rere 740,925 
Photographic and motion-picture lenses and photographic 

QUCRIOOR GIG OTT GDS wricieeienstscctictihescnvverpectioh pecnctatly teal eer eee 1,213,079 
Sensitized paper with silver salts ................ hundredweight 19,433 803,501 18,649 790,593 
Other sensitized paper and Cloth ........ccccesseeeeeess “re 4 160 630,478 15,918 589,399 
a ee aT CE NE Sas ere i ee 0,829 206,326 45,394 220,072 
Roll film and film packs .... 






X-ray film, all types 
All other film 
Motion-picture film, sensitized, unexposed: 


undred... 153'044 1,230,958 170,012 


1,395,685 
...1,000 square feet or: ear 1,738,053 21,201 2,195,657 
etd eae 017 = 477,986 4,925 591,749 


Standard gage, negative .....0...0..000000..... 1,000 wee * feet 41,072 366,568 41,189 483,890 


Standard gage, positive 
All other, including substandard . 
Photographic chemicals . 
Raw-base paper for sensitizing 


Total 





Source: Trade and orereg at the . United OE a 





ee 7 Le 99,127 527.990 143, 617 803,727 


do aaa 59,980 605,422 


2,628 667,804 
“NrateN hia ui: ,025 434,921 30, 386 517,523 


Sikes fil 8,979 . 452,659 31,286 372,527 
. 10,563,361 ecccseeereee 12,171,862 





Australia Has Sharp 
Gain in TV Output 


Australian production of television 
receivers is estimated at 200,000 units 
in calendar year 1957 as compared with 
less than 50,000 in 1956. 

Extension of telecasting facilities may 
add to the pressure of demand, and. it 
appears that a high rate of production 
and consumption will continue for some 
time to come. 


. Television was introduced in 1956 
with the establishment of 3 stations in 
Sydney and 3 in Melbourne. Additional 
stations are expected to be in operation 
by 1960 in Brisbane, Adelaide, Hobart, 
and Perth. Telecasting facilities will 
then be available to over half of the 
Australian population. An _ estimated 
100,000 television receivers were in use 
in Australia as of September 1957. 
Australian production of radios and 


radiophonograph combinations declined 
from 458,000 units in the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1956, to 369,000 in the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1957. A 
greater drop had been anticipated, with 
the advent of television; hence pros- 
pects for radio production and con- 
sumption are considered to be satisfac- 
tory. The number of radio broadcast 
listeners, licenses in effect at the end of 
June 1957 was 2,107,000. 

Of the 28 manufacturers of radio and 
television receivers in Australia, 18 
have foreign affiliations as follows: 
United States, 9; United Kingdom, 7; 
Netherlands, 1; and Germany, 1. 

Imports of radio and television re- 
ceivers are controlled closely because of 
balance-of-payment difficulties, and the 
trend in this industry is toward self- 
sufficiency. Imports of assembled tele- 
vision receivers in the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1957, were less than 5 percent 

(Continued on page $1) 
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German Exports of Photographic 
Products Take Sudden Downturn 


West German exports of photographic products for the first time 
in several years took a sharp turn in the third quarter of 1957 which 
resulted in a decline of approximately 17 percent for the first 9 months 
of 1957 in all categories except the total value of technical and scientific 


cameras. 


Foreign shipments in the first 3 quarters were valued at 296,789,000 
German marks, compared with 357,062,000 marks for the corresponding 
period of 1956, according to the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of Commerce (1 German mark= 


US$0.238). 


Technical and scientific camera ex- 
ports totaled 2,572, valued at 6,726,000 
marks, a 14.4 percent decrease in quan- 
tity but a 34.3 percent increase in value, 
compared with the 9-month period of 
1956. The United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, and Sweden were 
the leading markets. 

Other still cameras exported in the 
first three quarters of 1957 numbered 
1,523,881, valued at 127,074,000 marks, 
compared with 2,023,073 cameras, valued 
at 161,449,000 marks. Shipments to the 
United States dropped 46.5 percent in 
number and 31.1 percent in value. Mar- 
kets that recorded gains were the 
United Kingdom, Switzerland, Singa- 
pore-Malaya, Austria, and Denmark. 
Important markets that took less were 
Sweden, Italy, Canada, Hong Kong, the 
Netherlands, and Australia. 


Miscellaneous Equipment Down 


Foreign sales of other photographic 
and motion-picture equipment and ap- 
paratus amounted to 49,306,000 marks, 
a decrease of 16.9 percent from the like 
period of 1956. Although the United 
States continues to be Germany’s lead- 
ing market, shipments declined 17.2 
percent from the 1956 total of 7,626,000 
marks. Decreases also were recorded in 
sales to Switzerland, Sweden, the Neth- 
erlands, the United Kingdom, Italy, 
Denmark, and Austria. 

Germany’s exports of photographic 
and motion-picture laboratory appara- 
tus and accessories amounted to 46,- 
566,000 marks, a 17.7 percent drop from 
the total of 56,566,000 marks in the 1956 
period. Here again U. S. purchases 
dropped from 9,841,000 marks in the 
first 9 months of 1956 to 8,673,000 marks 
for the like period of 1957. Decreases 
also were recorded in such leading mar- 
kets as the United Kingdom, Sweden, 


Switzerland, the Netherlands, and 
Austria. 
Shipments of photographic plates 


totaled 4,773,000 marks, representing 
an 8-percent decrease from the com- 
parable period of 1956. Brazil, which 
took an amount valued at 782,000 marks 
in 1956, dropped to 553,000 marks in 
1957. Although France, Sweden, and 
Argentina increased their trade, exports 
to all other countries declined nearly 
20 percent. 
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Exports of unperforated film, sensi- 
tized, unexposed, reached 14,744,000 
marks, or slightly more than 12 percent 
less than the 1956 period. The Nether- 
lands and France increased their im- 
ports, but Austria, Brazil, Sweden, and 
Switzerland took less. 

Perforated film, sensitized, unexposed, 
shipped abroad recorded only a slight 
decrease, 13,647,000 marks as compared 
with 13,676,000 marks. Austria, the 
leading market, increased its imports 
some whereas Japan and Sweden in- 
creased their purchases 11 and 11.8 per- 
cent, respectively. 

Foreign sales of sensitized photo- 
graphic paper and cloth declined more 
than 13 percent—33,953,000 marks 
against 39,083,000 marks—attributed 
mainly to the 46.8 percent drop in ex- 
ports to the United States. These pur- 
chases amounted to 1,979,000 marks in 
the 1957 period and 4,225,000 marks in 
1956. Sweden, Germany’s second best 
market, also took 16 percent less in the 
same period, 


Philippine Import... 
(Continued from page 9) 


effects of the much reduced import 
budget for the first quarter will be to 
hamper the development of new ang 
recently established industries, because 
these allocations are based on 1957 
quotas. Also, small importers with 
quotas under $10,000 per semester wil] , 
be hard pressed. 

Normally, exchange allocations ar 
made on a 6-month basis, but this year 
quotas are released for the first quarter 
only to provide more flexibility in aq. 
ministering the smaller import budget, 
At the rate of expenditures fixed fop 
the quarter, outlays for imports would 
total $200 million for the first halg of 
1958. For the same 6-month period in ; 
1957, the import budget provided for 
$270 million plus nonrecurring alloca- 
tions of over $30 million. Actual ex. 
penditures, however, amounted to $325 
million for the period. 

The sharp curtailment of imports 
should help to alleviate the drain on 
dollar reserves in coming months. This 
will result, of course, only if the expend- 
iture ceiling established in the import 
budget is strictly maintained. 

The Monetary Board’s action in re- 
ducing exchange quotas complements 
its earlier tightening of credit restric. 
tions on opening of letters of credit, 
announced in circular No. 79 of De- 
cember 9 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Dec. 23, 1957, pp. 7-8), which still gen- 
erally remain in effect. These restric. 
tions have been relaxed, however, to 
the extent of permitting importers to 
use their privately held Government 
bonds for 50 percent of the cash de- 
posits required for opening letters of 
credit.—U. S. Embassy, Manila, 





German Still-CameraOutput Drops 


West German production of still-pic- 
ture cameras in the first 9 months of 
1957 recorded a further drop, according 
to the Business and Defense Services 
Administration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce. 

Production totaled 2,104,620 cameras, 
compared with 2,445,640 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1956, a decrease of 
13.9 percent. 

Special cameras for technical and 
scientific uses totaled 3,620, compared 
with 3,640 cameras in the like period 
of 1956. Other camera production totaled 


2,101,000 in the first 3 quarters of 1957, 
compared with 2,442,000 during the 
January-September period of 1956. Pro- 
duction consisted of the following: 153 
percent for cameras priced over 30 
German marks, 17.6 percent for those 
priced over 150 to 300 marks, 41 per- 
cent for those priced under 150 marks, 
while box cameras made up the remain- 
ing 26.1 percent. 

Production of still-picture cameras, 
except scientific and technical, in the 
Federal Republic of Germany in the 
first 9 months of 1955, 1956, and 1957 
is shown in the accompanying table, 


West German Still-Camera Production, First 
9 Months of 1955, 1956, and 1957 


Gross price over 300 marks................. 
Gross price 150-300 marks.......... — 
Gross price under 150 marks.... 
Box cameras 


Total 


1 Prices shown at manufacturers’ level. 
One German mark equals US$0.238. 





1956 1957 

$12,000 000 

341,000 369,000 

,000 861,000 

a 846, 708,000 000 
aero, 2 442,000 101, 


Source: Die Industrie Der Bundes Republik Deutschland, Teil 3, 
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Cut Foreseen in W. German 
Imports of U. S. Coal in 1958 


German imports of U. S. coal in 1957 
ge estimated at approximately 15 mil- 
jon tons, about 3 million tons more 
in 1956, but a reduction in these 
s in 1958 is expected by some 
German coal importers. A drop of about 
{0 percent in imports of U. S. coal is 
eportedly anticipated by one Hamburg 
coal importer. 

The reasons for reduced future pur- 
thases of American coal are slackened 
furopean industrial production, the mild 
winter of the past year, and stockpiling 
gf coal which began with the Suez 
qisis. It also has been pointed ‘out that 
| British coal now has come into strong 
competition with U. S. coal, and Polish 
gal is becoming more competitive. 
Development of U. S. coal exports to 
Germany will depend a great deal, ac- 
ening to a Hamburg coal importer, 
o how closely coal prices follow recent 
jnreases in wages and freight costs. 


U.S. Leads in El Salvador 
Radio-Television Market 


Imports of television receivers into 
Bi Salvador in the first half of 1957 
were valued at 426,093 colones of which 
te United States supplied 83 percent 
wd the Netherlands 17 percent. 

The United States also was the lead- 
ig source of radio imports during that 
priod. Of the total valued at 411,055 
glones, 61 percent was imported from 
the United States as compared with 21 
preent from Germany, 12 percent from 
thé United Kingdom, and 6 percent from 
il other countries (1 colon=US$0.40). 
The potential import market for ra- 
do and television receivers in El Sal- 
vader is large but will depend to a de- 
gee upon continued improvement in 
puehasing power of the average con- 
One television station is in operation 
td another under construction.—U. S. 
(ry. San Salvador. 


Australia Has... 


(Continued from page 29) 
i total supplies; and radio receivers 
td radiophonographs, less than 2 per- 
cent, 














Small quantities of radio receivers 
t exported, principally to New Zea- 
Wd, British East Africa, the Union of 
futh Africa, and Pakistan. No tele- 

receivers are exported—U. S. 
Imbassy, Canberra. 








| Excessive rains at planting time and 

unfavorable growing season reduced 

1957 Italian tobacco crop to 136 

pounds, 5 percent lower than 

te 1956 crop, the Foreign Agricultural 
reports. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 


Belgian Photo Shipments Climb 


Belgian exports of photographic products recorded an 8.2 percent 
increase in the first quarter of 1957, compared with the like period 
of 1956, the Business and Defense Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 


ment of Commerce reports. 


Total foreign sales in the first 3 months of 1957 were valued at 
472,801,000 francs, compared with 436,869,000 francs (1 Belgian 


franc—US$0.02). 

Motion-picture film, 35-mm. or larger, 
exported was valued at 75,360,000 
francs, a 5.2 percent increase over 1956 
exports of 71,653,000 francs. Shipments 
of motion-picture film, less than 35-mm., 
dropped slightly in quantity but re- 
corded a 6.7 percent gain in value. 

Foreign sales of perforated photo- 
graphic film, in rolls, declined 61.1 per- 
cent and unperforated 20 percent, while 
all other photographic film exports in- 
creased from 27,971,000 francs to 31,- 
815,000 francs in the first quarter of 
1957. 

X-ray film sales continued to expand. 
In the first quarter exports were valued 
at 120,612,000 francs, compared with 





76,989,000 francs for that period of 1956. 

Foreign shipments of photographic 
paper sensitized with silver or platinum 
salts increased from 92,397,000 francs 
in the first 3 months of 1956 to 95,- 
650,000 francs. Exports of photographic 
base paper also increased from 22,788,- 
000 franes to 23,232,000 francs. 

Belgian shipments of base stock for 
motion-picture film in the first quarter 
of 1957 were valued at 41,304,000 francs, - 
a 14 percent decline from the 1956 total 
of 48,033,000 francs. 

Further information on Belgium’s for- 
eign trade in photographic products for 
the first quarter of 1956 and 1957 is 
shown in the accompanying table, 


Belgian Exports of Photographic Products 
First Quarter of 1956 and 1957 


{In 1,000 francs] 
































1958 1957 ~ 
Meters Value Meters Value 
Motion-picture film, sensitized, =, 
or larger ...... Pe cecee 88,001,108 - 71,653 85,348,699 75,360 
Motion-picture film, “sensitized, 
less than 35-mm wm eee 14,582 10,124,552 15,553 
Photographic film, ‘sensitized, “yolls, Basie <0 | aoe °°! aeaese , 380 
unperforated _...... iniipvalinalisenban 
Photographic film, ‘sensitized, “rolls, 
perforated 13,095 
X-ray film 76,989 
All other photographic film, sensitized 27,971 
Sensitized glass plates, metal, CC. ....eccccccesene eeneresseenenee 9,596 
Photographic DASE PAPlW .....ceccccecrereeeeees 22,788 
Photographic paper, sensitized, silver or 
platinum lt ew ‘el $2,397 
Photographic paper, “sensitized, ‘fron or other 
salts wi a Sie 91 
Photographic GO ORS i LT, OETA 1 i 2 5,819 405 
Photographic Cameras aNd PATts on... .eccereccssseeseeeee evssnserensenens 681 
Motion-picture cameras iakes t 301 12 
——- rs and projectors, except 
on-picture ............... att 341 SEGRE Sey 312 
WGN sh fi. .chi A Sennnmdimalidisaepetatignanit  velilias 749 ead 741 
Base stock—motion-picture fA oo... cceccccceeeeeeee —eeeeeeeesteneeee ills Se BEES: < 41,304 
Base stock—photographic film 1,334 enskinonsced one 4,816 
IE sins snsttn idinbisigs cipdiisisscvinniisutiagieiilniia alas ucmannensiiaiigaanietanicgeniaaagaetnts 436,869 472,801 


Source: Official Belgium Foreign Trade Statistics. 





Canadian Cotton... 


(Continued from page 13) 
offices, not less than 10 days before the 
date of sitting that seating accommoda- 
tion may be assured. 


Investigation Urged by 
Canadian Textile Industry 

The Tariff Board’s investigation of 
cotton is part of a general textile in- 
vestigation undertaken at the request 
of.the Canadian Government in response 
to complaints from the textile industry 
that increased imports are responsible 


for the extremely depressed condition 
of the local textile industry (Foreign 


Commerce Weekly, Oct, 21, 1957,’ p. 5). 


Hearings on woolens and worsteds al- 
ready have been concluded and are 
scheduled for some synthetic fibers on 
February 24 and for waste and rags and 
wool yarns on February 10, 

In 1956 imported cotton fabrics sup- 
plied about 49 percent, on a yardage 
basis, of Canadian textile requirements, 
compared with 28 percent in the 1935- 


. 39 period. Canadian imports of cotton 


products except raw cotton in the first 
9 months of 1957 had a value of C$80,- 
269,000, compared with such imports 
to a value of C$76,346,000 in the com- 
parable period of 1956. For the full cal- 
endar year 1956 imports reached a value 
of C$100,671,000. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Tariff Commission Plans Hearings, 
On Simplification of Customs Law 


Public hearings by the U. S. Tariff Commission will open on March 
4, 1958, to consider proposed revised and consolidated tariff schedules 
pursuant to Title I of the Customs Simplification Act of 1954, as 
amended, according to the Commission’s announcement of January 17. 


The Tariff Commission announcement states: 


principally for the purpose of receiving 
information and views regarding the 
probable effect upon domestic inglustries 
concerned of the incidental changes in 
rates of duty which are involved in the 
draft schedules.” 


Title I of the Customs Simplification 
Act of 1954 directed the Commission to 
study the laws of the U. S. prescribing 
the tariff status of imported articles 
and to submit to the President, the 
Chairmen of the Ways and Means 
Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives, and the Finance Committee of the 
Senate a revision and consolidation of 
these laws which, in the judgment of 
the Commission, will to the extent 
practicable establish schedules of tariff 
classifications which will be logical] in 
arrangement and terminology and 
adapted to the changes which have oc- 
curred since 1930 in the character and 
importance of articles produced in and 
imported into the U. S. and in the mar- 
kets in which they are’ sold; eliminate 
anomalies and illogical results in the 
classification of articles; and simplify 
the determination and application of 
tariff classifications, 


Copies of Proposed Changes 
Available Prior to Hearings 


Plans call for 8 schedules and an ap- 
pendix, The hearings to begin on March 
4 will consider the draft of proposed 
Schedule 1 entitled “Animal and Vege- 
table Products,” which was released on 
January 21. Release of the remaining 
schedules and the hearings thereon will 
be announced from time to time, 

As each schedule is released, copies 
will be made available for public inspec- 
tion at the Tariff Commission offices in 
Washington and New York City; at all 
field offices of the Department of Com- 





“These hearings will be 


merce; and at the offices of collectors 
of customs and appraisers of merchan- 
dise at all headquarters ports of entry 
in the U. S, The Commission will also 
send copies of each schedule to trade 
and other commercial associations 
whose members are known by the Com- 
mission to be interested. While other 
interested parties can obtain copies so 
long as the limited supply permits, the 
Commission has urged that the copies 
of the schedules on file be utilized to 
the maximum extent practicable, 


Written Presentation of Views 
Preferred by Hearing Group 
Information and views may be sub- 


mitted in writing (preferred); orally at 
the hearings, or both ways. Fifteen 


—y 


copies each of written statements should 
be submitted as early as possible, but 
not later than 15 days following the 
beginning of the hearings on the sched- 
ule to which the statement relates, 
Requests to appear at the hearings on 
Schedule 1 must be filed in writing with 
the Secretary of the Commission not 
later than February 21, 1958. 

The public hearings on Schedule 1 
will be conducted in the Hearing Room 
of the Tariff Commission Building, 8th 
and E Streets NW., Washington, D, C, 
All communications should be addressed 
to: The Secretary, U. S. Tariff Commis. 
sion, Washington 25, D. C. 





Exports of evaporated and condensed 
milk from France in the first 9 months 
of 1957 were running well ahead of 1956 
and may set a new record fdr that 
country. During January - September 
1957, evaporated milk exports totaled 
8.4 million pounds, more than double 
the amount shipped during the first 3 
quarters of 1956. Sweetened condensed 
milk exports totaled 25.7 million pounds 
during the first 9 months of 1957, a 
58-percent increase over the same pe 
riod in 1956.—Foreign Agricultural 
Service, 
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